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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Policy P-C12 of the Mullingar Local Area Plan (LAP) (2014) seeks to ensure that applications for new residential
development make suitable provision for the social, community and recreational needs of the future residents
of such schemes, unless it can be established that the needs of new residential development can be adequately
served by existing community facilities in the area.

Consistent with the objectives of Policy P-C12 an audit of

existing community infrastructure has been undertaken.

The Audit includes an analysis of childcare and

educational facilities and assesses whether the proposed development will generate increased demand for
either.
The purpose of this assessment is to identify and examine the availability and distribution of social and
community infrastructure in the vicinity of a proposed SHD development and identify any gaps in current service
provision.
The proposed residential development comprises 130 no. dwellings in a mix of houses and apartment/duplex
dwellings and associated public open space areas.

2.0 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
The preparation of this Assessment has had regard to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable
Residential Guidelines in Urban Areas (2009), specifically Chapter 4. Section 4.1 of the Guidelines identifies the
“provision of community facilities” as a key planning objective at neighbourhood local scale and provides a broad
definition of community facilities as follows “Sustainable neighbourhoods require a range of community facilities, and each neighbourhood district will need
to be considered within its own wider locality, as some facilities may be available in the wider area whilst others
will need to be provided locally. In this context planning authorities should seek to ensure that facilities for social
and cultural use, such as community centres, and personal and community development, such as resource
centres are available within the wider community. Particular attention, however, should be paid the efficient
and integrated provision of the following community facilities”.
1.

Schools

2.

Childcare

3.

Community Centres

4.

Healthcare Facilities

5.

District and Neighbourhood Centre Uses e.g. convenience stores

For the purposes of this Assessment key social and community infrastructure are grouped under five main
headings identified by national policy, as outlined above.
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Also following the above Guidelines, a two tiered approach to the assessment of the availability of infrastructure
is applied. The audit consists of an assessment of key infrastructure at local level i.e. within 800m – 1000m of
the subject site and then assesses the availability of infrastructure at a ‘wider’ community level within
approximately 2 km of the site.
As would be expected and as is evident from the map below the vast majority of services, facilities and
community infrastructure are located to the north of the application site towards the town centre area.
In tandem with the construction of the development, it is proposed to construct a length of footpath (c. 70 m)
on public lands from the site entrance to tie in with the existing footpath network on the western edge of
Ballinderry Road.
The construction of this section of footpath ensures continuous footpath is available from the site to the town
centre. As part of the proposed development two new pedestrian/cyclist links following natural design lines
are proposed along the site’s northern boundary through Chestnut Drive and Chesnut Grove development.
Map 1 – Illustrates Built-Up Footprint with 2 km of the Site including Mullingar Town Centre

2km

2km

Site

As illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 overleaf, the town centre where a full range of social and community
infrastructure is available is approximately 25 minutes walking distance from the site and approximately 10
minutes by bicycle.
.
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Map 2 – 25 Minutes Walking Distance from Site

Site

Map 3 – Illustrates 10 Minute Cycle Distance from Site

Site
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3.0 STRUCTURE OF REPORT
The assessment consists of three main sections, outlined below:
(i)

Analysis of demographic trends affecting the Local Area Plan (LAP) area, including existing and future
population projections.

(ii)

Audit of local community, recreational and social infrastructure and identification of any key
weaknesses and deficiencies in existing local community and social infrastructure.

(iii)

Recommendations to upgrade existing facilities or provision of new facilities that would address any
significant lacunae identified, taking account of existing and projected population growth levels.

4.0 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Description of the Development
The proposed development in this case consists of 130 no. dwellings of which 36 consist of a mix of apartment
/duplex dwellings with the balance comprising houses in terraced, end-terrace and semi-detached format.
Dwellings range in size from 2- 4 bedrooms. The mix and size of dwellings proposed is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1 – Dwelling Size and Mix
2 Bed
Apartments

4 Bed

23
13

Houses

23

Total
23

Duplex Dwellings

Total

3 Bed

13

61

33

94

74

33

130

As part of the proposed development a total of 0.665 hectares of public open space is provided. This equates
to over 16 per cent of the overall site area. In quantitative terms, the level of public open space provided exceeds
the Development Plan standard of 15 per cent, the open space strategy, however, very much focuses on quality.
The open space is divided into 5 no. separate areas across the site. Open space areas range in size from 705sq.m
– 1,870sq.m. The distribution of open space across the site is illustrated on Figure 1 overleaf.
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Figure 1– Open Space Areas (Extract from Landscape Strategy by Doyle O’Troithigh)

N

Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Connections to
Existing Residential Areas

As part of the overall landscape strategy for the site a detailed landscape plan has been prepared for each of the
five open space areas. Each area has its own distinct character and function and will provide a range of valuable
passive and active recreational spaces for residents of the development.
For example, in the area identified as Central Open Space (A), it is proposed to provide formal play equipment
including climbing frames for younger and older children. A calinthensics station for exercising is also proposed
in this area. The equipment is aimed at both older children and adults. Typical examples are provided below
and overleaf (Images 1 - 6) but please refer to enclosed landscape drawings PG-01-PP – PG-03-PP for typical
details and to landscape drawings for precise locations.
Three out of the five open space areas proposed contain either play /exercise equipment or a combination of
both.
There are also opportunities for more passive and less formal recreational pursuits with seating areas and a
network of clearly defined paths following natural desire lines across the site suitable for walking, strolling or
running. ‘Kickabout’ areas also provided with the largest of these provided in Ballinderry Pocket Park located
in the south-eastern part of the site. Whilst a bio-diversity area with seating and natural play equipment is
proposed for the Nature Trail Park (Area C) that connects the proposed development to the established
residential area of Chestnut Drive/Chesnut Grove.
Summary details of the area and function of each open space area is provided in Table 2 below.
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Table 2 – Summary of Public Open Space Provision
Area

Name

Measurement

Characteristics and Function

A

Central Open Space

1,630 sq.m

Multi-functional space incorporating formal play
and exercise zone as well as grassed areas and
seating

B

Oval Pocket Park

705 sq.m

West facing pocket park incorporating circuitous
footpaths, seating areas, native planting and raised
lawn space

C

Nature Trail Park

1,220 sq.m

South facing area located at northern site boundary
incorporating natural play area for children.
Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained and
supplemented and pedestrian / cycle linkages to
adjoining Chestnut Drive development proposed.

D

Western Green

1,230 sq.m

Green area incorporating network of circuitous
paths with rest stops in the form of seating to
encourage relaxation and social interaction. Formal
play and exercise area are also provided.

E

Ballinderry Pocket Park

1,870 sq.m

Kickabout and seating areas incorporating
circuitous pathway links from the site entrance to
the south-western part of the site.

Total Public Open Space Provision

6,655 sqm or 16.76 per cent of the overall site area
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2.

3.

5.
4.
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6.

Figure 2 - Ballinderry Pocket Park with Kickabout Area

(Extract from Landscape Architects’ Drawing Ref. No. LS-03-PP)
It is submitted the nature quantity and quality of play and exercise equipment proposed is akin to that that
would be found in a local park environment serving a much larger catchment population than that of the
proposed development.
Indeed, a survey of the residential area in the immediate vicinity found the area is lacking in any formal play
/exercise facilities currently available to local residents.
Proposed pedestrian /cyclist connections to the established residential area mean that existing residents in
the vicinity and wider community will be able to access and benefit from these proposed recreational facilities.
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4.2 Additional Population Generated by the Development
Population Age Profile
2016 CSO data for County Westmeath recorded an overall population of 88,770 persons for the County.
According to CSO Small Area Statistics (SAP), the ‘Adult’ 19-64 age cohort makes up the largest population group
accounting for 58.9 per (76,023 persons). The next largest population group is the ‘Primary School’ age group
consisting of 16,274 persons the equivalent of 12.62 per cent, with the ‘Older Adult’ population i.e. those aged
between 64 – 85+ accounting for 12.47 per cent of the overall population. Young adults and children of
secondary school going age (13-18 years) comprise 8.5 per cent of the population (11,037 persons). The smallest
population group is 0-4 pre-school going age which accounts for just 7.3 per cent or 9,473 persons.
Table 3 Population Profile of County Louth (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

Population

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

6,474

7.29

Primary (5-12 years)

10,765

12.12

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

7,493

8.44

Adults (19-64 years )

*52,678

59.34

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

11,370

12.80

Total

88, 770

100

Source – SAP CSO 2016

*35-39 year olds account for 7.84 per cent of the overall population i.e.6,967 persons.
Assuming an average household size of 12.75 persons then the proposed development could yield a potential
population of 357.5 persons. Assuming the demographic profile of the development is of a similar nature to
that at County level then the population characteristics of the development are likely to be as follows Table 4 Potential Population Profile of Development (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

7.29

Potential
Population
26

Primary (5-12 years)

12.12

43

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

8.44

30.13

Adults (19-64 years )

59.34

212

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

12.8

46

Total

100

357

Source – SAP CSO 2016

1

2016 Census
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Those aged between 19-64 are likely to comprise the biggest population group of the development when
constructed.

Access and proximity to employment in addition to neighbourhood/district amenities as well as

healthcare and recreational amenities are therefore key considerations.
5.0 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT
The proposed development site has a gross site area of c. 4.015 hectares and is located approximately 2km south
west of Mullingar Town Centre. The site is located within the built footprint of the town with existing housing
located to the north, east and further west of the site. It is zoned for residential development. St. Francis
Hospital is located to the north-west of the site. Ballinderry Road (L1132) runs to the east of the site. This road
is predominantly residential in character with footpaths and public lighting either side.

The existing footpath

network along its western edge terminates approximately 70m north of the application site. As part of the
proposed development, however, it is proposed to extend the existing footpath network by approximately 70m
to ensure that a direct and continuous footpath connection is available from the site along Ballinderry Road to
the town centre.

Approximately 400m north of the site, just beyond the entrance to the Oakcrest Housing

development, there are also cycle lanes in place either side of the road. These terminate on the approach to
the roundabout at the junction of Ballinderry Road with Ardmore Road to the east.
Plate 1 – View of Ballinderry Road Looking North
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Plate 2 – Cycle Lanes Along Northern Section of Ballinderry Road

5.1 Local Community and Social Infrastructure
As the site is located approximately 2 km of Mullingar Town Centre the geographic focus of this Assessment is
on the ‘local’ area i.e. the area within approximately 1000m – 800 m from the site. There are three local types
convenience stores located within a 1000 m of the site. These include a large Centra Convenience Store located
at the northern end of Ballinderry Road approximately 700 m from the site, with additional convenience facilities
located to the west of the site along Lynn Road comprising a small convenience store that forms part of Daly’s
Filling Station; O’Brien’s Centra and a butcher shop located further south along this road. There are two primary
schools located to the west of the site on Lynn Road. These are Gaelscoil An Choillin and Saplings Special Needs
School. A third primary School, the recently constructed Holy Family Primary School, is located just over 1 km
to the east of the site on Ardmore Road. Post-primary schools are generally located in the town centre area.
A School Needs Assessment is provided Section 5.2 of this Statement and it concludes that the additional school
going population can be absorbed by existing educational facilities.
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The site is well served in terms of existing registered childcare facilities. There are 3 facilities located near the
site, with the closest approximately 570m from the site. The nearest of such facilities is Mullingar Academy of
Childcare and Education, which is located approximately 570m from the proposed site on Ballinderry Road.
Additional nearby facilities include Belvedere Hills Nursey & Montessori and Noreen’s Pre-School located in the
Millmount Residential Estate. There is a fourth facility, Mullingar Montessori Crèche and Pre-school located
approximately 800m west of the site on Ardmore Road. The location of these facilities relative to the site are
identified on the Map 4 below. A Childcare Needs Assessment is provided under separate cover at Section 3.7
of the Statement of Consistency. The conclusions of the Assessment are that the proposed development by
itself would not generate sufficient childcare demand to generate the construction of a new crèche and that the
additional demand can be accommodated by existing facilities in the area.

Map 4 – Social and Community Infrastructure within 800 m – 1000 of the application Site

c. 1000m
c. 800m

Site

Site

Convenience Store

Crèche
Primary School
Post Primary School
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5.2 School Needs Assessment (Primary and Post-primary)
The proposed development comprising 130 no. dwellings has the potential to yield a total population of 351
persons based on the average household size of 2.75 persons (CSO 2016 Census). Assuming 12 per cent of the
potential population are of primary school going age and 8 per cent are of secondary school going age (in
accordance with CSO Census 2016 population profile data) then the proposed development would potentially
generate 42 no. primary school places and 28 no. secondary school places.
According to the 2008 Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government Guidance Document – The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, the minimum
size for a new primary school is generally 8 classrooms.
Site
With the proposed development generating just 42 no. primary school places. The development in itself would
not generate the need to construct additional school infrastructure. It is submitted the additional places
generated by the development can be absorbed by existing facilities. Furthermore, a new primary school, the
‘Holy Family Primary School’, was recently constructed on the Ardmore Road approximately 1.1 km to the northeast of the site.
With the development generating just 28 no. secondary places, it is further submitted therefore that this
additional this demand can also be met by existing secondary schools in the area.
Primary Schools

Post Primary School

No.

School

Boys

Girls

No.

School

Boys

Girls

1

St. Mary’s Co-Ed Primary
School

226

161

1

Mullingar Community College

180

141

2

Presentation Junior School

321

369

2

Colaiste Mhuire

754

31

3

Presentation Senior School

170

189

3

Loreto College

N/A

832

4

Holy Family Primary School

170

162

4

St. Finian’s College

390

385

5

Bellview National School

225

226

6

St. Brigids Special School

45

38

7

Saplings Special School

25

5

Total

2,332

Total

2,713
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS
The site is located approximately 2 km from Mullingar Town Centre the equivalent of approximately 25 minutes
walking distance and 10 minutes by bicycle. This Audit demonstrates, however, that there is an adequate supply
of education, childcare, and local retail provision in the immediate vicinity of the subject site. No significant gaps
in the existing network of facilities have been identified. The development will actually make a positive
contribution to public open space facilities in the area by providing a range of accessible new open spaces and
recreational facilities accommodates a variety of uses, use intensities and interests.

Such facilities are not

currently available to the community in the area.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Policy P-C12 of the Mullingar Local Area Plan (LAP) (2014) seeks to ensure that applications for new residential
development make suitable provision for the social, community and recreational needs of the future residents
of such schemes, unless it can be established that the needs of new residential development can be adequately
served by existing community facilities in the area.

Consistent with the objectives of Policy P-C12 an audit of

existing community infrastructure has been undertaken.

The Audit includes an analysis of childcare and

educational facilities and assesses whether the proposed development will generate increased demand for
either.
The purpose of this assessment is to identify and examine the availability and distribution of social and
community infrastructure in the vicinity of a proposed SHD development and identify any gaps in current service
provision.
The proposed residential development comprises 130 no. dwellings in a mix of houses and apartment/duplex
dwellings and associated public open space areas.

2.0 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
The preparation of this Assessment has had regard to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable
Residential Guidelines in Urban Areas (2009), specifically Chapter 4. Section 4.1 of the Guidelines identifies the
“provision of community facilities” as a key planning objective at neighbourhood local scale and provides a broad
definition of community facilities as follows “Sustainable neighbourhoods require a range of community facilities, and each neighbourhood district will need
to be considered within its own wider locality, as some facilities may be available in the wider area whilst others
will need to be provided locally. In this context planning authorities should seek to ensure that facilities for social
and cultural use, such as community centres, and personal and community development, such as resource
centres are available within the wider community. Particular attention, however, should be paid the efficient
and integrated provision of the following community facilities”.
1.

Schools

2.

Childcare

3.

Community Centres

4.

Healthcare Facilities

5.

District and Neighbourhood Centre Uses e.g. convenience stores

For the purposes of this Assessment key social and community infrastructure are grouped under five main
headings identified by national policy, as outlined above.
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Also following the above Guidelines, a two tiered approach to the assessment of the availability of infrastructure
is applied. The audit consists of an assessment of key infrastructure at local level i.e. within 800m – 1000m of
the subject site and then assesses the availability of infrastructure at a ‘wider’ community level within
approximately 2 km of the site.
As would be expected and as is evident from the map below the vast majority of services, facilities and
community infrastructure are located to the north of the application site towards the town centre area.
In tandem with the construction of the development, it is proposed to construct a length of footpath (c. 70 m)
on public lands from the site entrance to tie in with the existing footpath network on the western edge of
Ballinderry Road.
The construction of this section of footpath ensures continuous footpath is available from the site to the town
centre. As part of the proposed development two new pedestrian/cyclist links following natural design lines
are proposed along the site’s northern boundary through Chestnut Drive and Chesnut Grove development.
Map 1 – Illustrates Built-Up Footprint with 2 km of the Site including Mullingar Town Centre

2km

2km

Site

As illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 overleaf, the town centre where a full range of social and community
infrastructure is available is approximately 25 minutes walking distance from the site and approximately 10
minutes by bicycle.
.
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Map 2 – 25 Minutes Walking Distance from Site

Site

Map 3 – Illustrates 10 Minute Cycle Distance from Site

Site
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3.0 STRUCTURE OF REPORT
The assessment consists of three main sections, outlined below:
(i)

Analysis of demographic trends affecting the Local Area Plan (LAP) area, including existing and future
population projections.

(ii)

Audit of local community, recreational and social infrastructure and identification of any key
weaknesses and deficiencies in existing local community and social infrastructure.

(iii)

Recommendations to upgrade existing facilities or provision of new facilities that would address any
significant lacunae identified, taking account of existing and projected population growth levels.

4.0 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Description of the Development
The proposed development in this case consists of 130 no. dwellings of which 36 consist of a mix of apartment
/duplex dwellings with the balance comprising houses in terraced, end-terrace and semi-detached format.
Dwellings range in size from 2- 4 bedrooms. The mix and size of dwellings proposed is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1 – Dwelling Size and Mix
2 Bed
Apartments

4 Bed

23
13

Houses

23

Total
23

Duplex Dwellings

Total

3 Bed

13

61

33

94

74

33

130

As part of the proposed development a total of 0.665 hectares of public open space is provided. This equates
to over 16 per cent of the overall site area. In quantitative terms, the level of public open space provided exceeds
the Development Plan standard of 15 per cent, the open space strategy, however, very much focuses on quality.
The open space is divided into 5 no. separate areas across the site. Open space areas range in size from 705sq.m
– 1,870sq.m. The distribution of open space across the site is illustrated on Figure 1 overleaf.
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Figure 1– Open Space Areas (Extract from Landscape Strategy by Doyle O’Troithigh)

N

Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Connections to
Existing Residential Areas

As part of the overall landscape strategy for the site a detailed landscape plan has been prepared for each of the
five open space areas. Each area has its own distinct character and function and will provide a range of valuable
passive and active recreational spaces for residents of the development.
For example, in the area identified as Central Open Space (A), it is proposed to provide formal play equipment
including climbing frames for younger and older children. A calinthensics station for exercising is also proposed
in this area. The equipment is aimed at both older children and adults. Typical examples are provided below
and overleaf (Images 1 - 6) but please refer to enclosed landscape drawings PG-01-PP – PG-03-PP for typical
details and to landscape drawings for precise locations.
Three out of the five open space areas proposed contain either play /exercise equipment or a combination of
both.
There are also opportunities for more passive and less formal recreational pursuits with seating areas and a
network of clearly defined paths following natural desire lines across the site suitable for walking, strolling or
running. ‘Kickabout’ areas also provided with the largest of these provided in Ballinderry Pocket Park located
in the south-eastern part of the site. Whilst a bio-diversity area with seating and natural play equipment is
proposed for the Nature Trail Park (Area C) that connects the proposed development to the established
residential area of Chestnut Drive/Chesnut Grove.
Summary details of the area and function of each open space area is provided in Table 2 below.
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Table 2 – Summary of Public Open Space Provision
Area

Name

Measurement

Characteristics and Function

A

Central Open Space

1,630 sq.m

Multi-functional space incorporating formal play
and exercise zone as well as grassed areas and
seating

B

Oval Pocket Park

705 sq.m

West facing pocket park incorporating circuitous
footpaths, seating areas, native planting and raised
lawn space

C

Nature Trail Park

1,220 sq.m

South facing area located at northern site boundary
incorporating natural play area for children.
Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained and
supplemented and pedestrian / cycle linkages to
adjoining Chestnut Drive development proposed.

D

Western Green

1,230 sq.m

Green area incorporating network of circuitous
paths with rest stops in the form of seating to
encourage relaxation and social interaction. Formal
play and exercise area are also provided.

E

Ballinderry Pocket Park

1,870 sq.m

Kickabout and seating areas incorporating
circuitous pathway links from the site entrance to
the south-western part of the site.

Total Public Open Space Provision

6,655 sqm or 16.76 per cent of the overall site area
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2.

3.

5.
4.
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6.

Figure 2 - Ballinderry Pocket Park with Kickabout Area

(Extract from Landscape Architects’ Drawing Ref. No. LS-03-PP)
It is submitted the nature quantity and quality of play and exercise equipment proposed is akin to that that
would be found in a local park environment serving a much larger catchment population than that of the
proposed development.
Indeed, a survey of the residential area in the immediate vicinity found the area is lacking in any formal play
/exercise facilities currently available to local residents.
Proposed pedestrian /cyclist connections to the established residential area mean that existing residents in
the vicinity and wider community will be able to access and benefit from these proposed recreational facilities.
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4.2 Additional Population Generated by the Development
Population Age Profile
2016 CSO data for County Westmeath recorded an overall population of 88,770 persons for the County.
According to CSO Small Area Statistics (SAP), the ‘Adult’ 19-64 age cohort makes up the largest population group
accounting for 58.9 per (76,023 persons). The next largest population group is the ‘Primary School’ age group
consisting of 16,274 persons the equivalent of 12.62 per cent, with the ‘Older Adult’ population i.e. those aged
between 64 – 85+ accounting for 12.47 per cent of the overall population. Young adults and children of
secondary school going age (13-18 years) comprise 8.5 per cent of the population (11,037 persons). The smallest
population group is 0-4 pre-school going age which accounts for just 7.3 per cent or 9,473 persons.
Table 3 Population Profile of County Louth (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

Population

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

6,474

7.29

Primary (5-12 years)

10,765

12.12

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

7,493

8.44

Adults (19-64 years )

*52,678

59.34

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

11,370

12.80

Total

88, 770

100

Source – SAP CSO 2016

*35-39 year olds account for 7.84 per cent of the overall population i.e.6,967 persons.
Assuming an average household size of 12.75 persons then the proposed development could yield a potential
population of 357.5 persons. Assuming the demographic profile of the development is of a similar nature to
that at County level then the population characteristics of the development are likely to be as follows Table 4 Potential Population Profile of Development (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

7.29

Potential
Population
26

Primary (5-12 years)

12.12

43

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

8.44

30.13

Adults (19-64 years )

59.34

212

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

12.8

46

Total

100

357

Source – SAP CSO 2016

1

2016 Census
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Those aged between 19-64 are likely to comprise the biggest population group of the development when
constructed.

Access and proximity to employment in addition to neighbourhood/district amenities as well as

healthcare and recreational amenities are therefore key considerations.
5.0 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT
The proposed development site has a gross site area of c. 4.015 hectares and is located approximately 2km south
west of Mullingar Town Centre. The site is located within the built footprint of the town with existing housing
located to the north, east and further west of the site. It is zoned for residential development. St. Francis
Hospital is located to the north-west of the site. Ballinderry Road (L1132) runs to the east of the site. This road
is predominantly residential in character with footpaths and public lighting either side.

The existing footpath

network along its western edge terminates approximately 70m north of the application site. As part of the
proposed development, however, it is proposed to extend the existing footpath network by approximately 70m
to ensure that a direct and continuous footpath connection is available from the site along Ballinderry Road to
the town centre.

Approximately 400m north of the site, just beyond the entrance to the Oakcrest Housing

development, there are also cycle lanes in place either side of the road. These terminate on the approach to
the roundabout at the junction of Ballinderry Road with Ardmore Road to the east.
Plate 1 – View of Ballinderry Road Looking North
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Plate 2 – Cycle Lanes Along Northern Section of Ballinderry Road

5.1 Local Community and Social Infrastructure
As the site is located approximately 2 km of Mullingar Town Centre the geographic focus of this Assessment is
on the ‘local’ area i.e. the area within approximately 1000m – 800 m from the site. There are three local types
convenience stores located within a 1000 m of the site. These include a large Centra Convenience Store located
at the northern end of Ballinderry Road approximately 700 m from the site, with additional convenience facilities
located to the west of the site along Lynn Road comprising a small convenience store that forms part of Daly’s
Filling Station; O’Brien’s Centra and a butcher shop located further south along this road. There are two primary
schools located to the west of the site on Lynn Road. These are Gaelscoil An Choillin and Saplings Special Needs
School. A third primary School, the recently constructed Holy Family Primary School, is located just over 1 km
to the east of the site on Ardmore Road. Post-primary schools are generally located in the town centre area.
A School Needs Assessment is provided Section 5.2 of this Statement and it concludes that the additional school
going population can be absorbed by existing educational facilities.
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The site is well served in terms of existing registered childcare facilities. There are 3 facilities located near the
site, with the closest approximately 570m from the site. The nearest of such facilities is Mullingar Academy of
Childcare and Education, which is located approximately 570m from the proposed site on Ballinderry Road.
Additional nearby facilities include Belvedere Hills Nursey & Montessori and Noreen’s Pre-School located in the
Millmount Residential Estate. There is a fourth facility, Mullingar Montessori Crèche and Pre-school located
approximately 800m west of the site on Ardmore Road. The location of these facilities relative to the site are
identified on the Map 4 below. A Childcare Needs Assessment is provided under separate cover at Section 3.7
of the Statement of Consistency. The conclusions of the Assessment are that the proposed development by
itself would not generate sufficient childcare demand to generate the construction of a new crèche and that the
additional demand can be accommodated by existing facilities in the area.

Map 4 – Social and Community Infrastructure within 800 m – 1000 of the application Site

c. 1000m
c. 800m

Site

Site

Convenience Store

Crèche
Primary School
Post Primary School
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5.2 School Needs Assessment (Primary and Post-primary)
The proposed development comprising 130 no. dwellings has the potential to yield a total population of 351
persons based on the average household size of 2.75 persons (CSO 2016 Census). Assuming 12 per cent of the
potential population are of primary school going age and 8 per cent are of secondary school going age (in
accordance with CSO Census 2016 population profile data) then the proposed development would potentially
generate 42 no. primary school places and 28 no. secondary school places.
According to the 2008 Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government Guidance Document – The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, the minimum
size for a new primary school is generally 8 classrooms.
Site
With the proposed development generating just 42 no. primary school places. The development in itself would
not generate the need to construct additional school infrastructure. It is submitted the additional places
generated by the development can be absorbed by existing facilities. Furthermore, a new primary school, the
‘Holy Family Primary School’, was recently constructed on the Ardmore Road approximately 1.1 km to the northeast of the site.
With the development generating just 28 no. secondary places, it is further submitted therefore that this
additional this demand can also be met by existing secondary schools in the area.
Primary Schools

Post Primary School

No.

School

Boys

Girls

No.

School

Boys

Girls

1

St. Mary’s Co-Ed Primary
School

226

161

1

Mullingar Community College

180

141

2

Presentation Junior School

321

369

2

Colaiste Mhuire

754

31

3

Presentation Senior School

170

189

3

Loreto College

N/A

832

4

Holy Family Primary School

170

162

4

St. Finian’s College

390

385

5

Bellview National School

225

226

6

St. Brigids Special School

45

38

7

Saplings Special School

25

5

Total

2,332

Total

2,713
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS
The site is located approximately 2 km from Mullingar Town Centre the equivalent of approximately 25 minutes
walking distance and 10 minutes by bicycle. This Audit demonstrates, however, that there is an adequate supply
of education, childcare, and local retail provision in the immediate vicinity of the subject site. No significant gaps
in the existing network of facilities have been identified. The development will actually make a positive
contribution to public open space facilities in the area by providing a range of accessible new open spaces and
recreational facilities accommodates a variety of uses, use intensities and interests.

Such facilities are not

currently available to the community in the area.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Policy P-C12 of the Mullingar Local Area Plan (LAP) (2014) seeks to ensure that applications for new residential
development make suitable provision for the social, community and recreational needs of the future residents
of such schemes, unless it can be established that the needs of new residential development can be adequately
served by existing community facilities in the area.

Consistent with the objectives of Policy P-C12 an audit of

existing community infrastructure has been undertaken.

The Audit includes an analysis of childcare and

educational facilities and assesses whether the proposed development will generate increased demand for
either.
The purpose of this assessment is to identify and examine the availability and distribution of social and
community infrastructure in the vicinity of a proposed SHD development and identify any gaps in current service
provision.
The proposed residential development comprises 130 no. dwellings in a mix of houses and apartment/duplex
dwellings and associated public open space areas.

2.0 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
The preparation of this Assessment has had regard to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable
Residential Guidelines in Urban Areas (2009), specifically Chapter 4. Section 4.1 of the Guidelines identifies the
“provision of community facilities” as a key planning objective at neighbourhood local scale and provides a broad
definition of community facilities as follows “Sustainable neighbourhoods require a range of community facilities, and each neighbourhood district will need
to be considered within its own wider locality, as some facilities may be available in the wider area whilst others
will need to be provided locally. In this context planning authorities should seek to ensure that facilities for social
and cultural use, such as community centres, and personal and community development, such as resource
centres are available within the wider community. Particular attention, however, should be paid the efficient
and integrated provision of the following community facilities”.
1.

Schools

2.

Childcare

3.

Community Centres

4.

Healthcare Facilities

5.

District and Neighbourhood Centre Uses e.g. convenience stores

For the purposes of this Assessment key social and community infrastructure are grouped under five main
headings identified by national policy, as outlined above.
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Also following the above Guidelines, a two tiered approach to the assessment of the availability of infrastructure
is applied. The audit consists of an assessment of key infrastructure at local level i.e. within 800m – 1000m of
the subject site and then assesses the availability of infrastructure at a ‘wider’ community level within
approximately 2 km of the site.
As would be expected and as is evident from the map below the vast majority of services, facilities and
community infrastructure are located to the north of the application site towards the town centre area.
In tandem with the construction of the development, it is proposed to construct a length of footpath (c. 70 m)
on public lands from the site entrance to tie in with the existing footpath network on the western edge of
Ballinderry Road.
The construction of this section of footpath ensures continuous footpath is available from the site to the town
centre. As part of the proposed development two new pedestrian/cyclist links following natural design lines
are proposed along the site’s northern boundary through Chestnut Drive and Chesnut Grove development.
Map 1 – Illustrates Built-Up Footprint with 2 km of the Site including Mullingar Town Centre

2km

2km

Site

As illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 overleaf, the town centre where a full range of social and community
infrastructure is available is approximately 25 minutes walking distance from the site and approximately 10
minutes by bicycle.
.
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Map 2 – 25 Minutes Walking Distance from Site

Site

Map 3 – Illustrates 10 Minute Cycle Distance from Site

Site
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3.0 STRUCTURE OF REPORT
The assessment consists of three main sections, outlined below:
(i)

Analysis of demographic trends affecting the Local Area Plan (LAP) area, including existing and future
population projections.

(ii)

Audit of local community, recreational and social infrastructure and identification of any key
weaknesses and deficiencies in existing local community and social infrastructure.

(iii)

Recommendations to upgrade existing facilities or provision of new facilities that would address any
significant lacunae identified, taking account of existing and projected population growth levels.

4.0 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Description of the Development
The proposed development in this case consists of 130 no. dwellings of which 36 consist of a mix of apartment
/duplex dwellings with the balance comprising houses in terraced, end-terrace and semi-detached format.
Dwellings range in size from 2- 4 bedrooms. The mix and size of dwellings proposed is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1 – Dwelling Size and Mix
2 Bed
Apartments

4 Bed

23
13

Houses

23

Total
23

Duplex Dwellings

Total

3 Bed

13

61

33

94

74

33

130

As part of the proposed development a total of 0.665 hectares of public open space is provided. This equates
to over 16 per cent of the overall site area. In quantitative terms, the level of public open space provided exceeds
the Development Plan standard of 15 per cent, the open space strategy, however, very much focuses on quality.
The open space is divided into 5 no. separate areas across the site. Open space areas range in size from 705sq.m
– 1,870sq.m. The distribution of open space across the site is illustrated on Figure 1 overleaf.

Page 4 of 14
Stephen Ward Town Planning and Development Consultants Limited

SHD Ballinderry Road, Mullingar
SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE ASSESSMENT

Consdorf Investments ICAV

Figure 1– Open Space Areas (Extract from Landscape Strategy by Doyle O’Troithigh)

N

Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Connections to
Existing Residential Areas

As part of the overall landscape strategy for the site a detailed landscape plan has been prepared for each of the
five open space areas. Each area has its own distinct character and function and will provide a range of valuable
passive and active recreational spaces for residents of the development.
For example, in the area identified as Central Open Space (A), it is proposed to provide formal play equipment
including climbing frames for younger and older children. A calinthensics station for exercising is also proposed
in this area. The equipment is aimed at both older children and adults. Typical examples are provided below
and overleaf (Images 1 - 6) but please refer to enclosed landscape drawings PG-01-PP – PG-03-PP for typical
details and to landscape drawings for precise locations.
Three out of the five open space areas proposed contain either play /exercise equipment or a combination of
both.
There are also opportunities for more passive and less formal recreational pursuits with seating areas and a
network of clearly defined paths following natural desire lines across the site suitable for walking, strolling or
running. ‘Kickabout’ areas also provided with the largest of these provided in Ballinderry Pocket Park located
in the south-eastern part of the site. Whilst a bio-diversity area with seating and natural play equipment is
proposed for the Nature Trail Park (Area C) that connects the proposed development to the established
residential area of Chestnut Drive/Chesnut Grove.
Summary details of the area and function of each open space area is provided in Table 2 below.
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Table 2 – Summary of Public Open Space Provision
Area

Name

Measurement

Characteristics and Function

A

Central Open Space

1,630 sq.m

Multi-functional space incorporating formal play
and exercise zone as well as grassed areas and
seating

B

Oval Pocket Park

705 sq.m

West facing pocket park incorporating circuitous
footpaths, seating areas, native planting and raised
lawn space

C

Nature Trail Park

1,220 sq.m

South facing area located at northern site boundary
incorporating natural play area for children.
Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained and
supplemented and pedestrian / cycle linkages to
adjoining Chestnut Drive development proposed.

D

Western Green

1,230 sq.m

Green area incorporating network of circuitous
paths with rest stops in the form of seating to
encourage relaxation and social interaction. Formal
play and exercise area are also provided.

E

Ballinderry Pocket Park

1,870 sq.m

Kickabout and seating areas incorporating
circuitous pathway links from the site entrance to
the south-western part of the site.

Total Public Open Space Provision

6,655 sqm or 16.76 per cent of the overall site area
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3.

5.
4.
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6.

Figure 2 - Ballinderry Pocket Park with Kickabout Area

(Extract from Landscape Architects’ Drawing Ref. No. LS-03-PP)
It is submitted the nature quantity and quality of play and exercise equipment proposed is akin to that that
would be found in a local park environment serving a much larger catchment population than that of the
proposed development.
Indeed, a survey of the residential area in the immediate vicinity found the area is lacking in any formal play
/exercise facilities currently available to local residents.
Proposed pedestrian /cyclist connections to the established residential area mean that existing residents in
the vicinity and wider community will be able to access and benefit from these proposed recreational facilities.
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4.2 Additional Population Generated by the Development
Population Age Profile
2016 CSO data for County Westmeath recorded an overall population of 88,770 persons for the County.
According to CSO Small Area Statistics (SAP), the ‘Adult’ 19-64 age cohort makes up the largest population group
accounting for 58.9 per (76,023 persons). The next largest population group is the ‘Primary School’ age group
consisting of 16,274 persons the equivalent of 12.62 per cent, with the ‘Older Adult’ population i.e. those aged
between 64 – 85+ accounting for 12.47 per cent of the overall population. Young adults and children of
secondary school going age (13-18 years) comprise 8.5 per cent of the population (11,037 persons). The smallest
population group is 0-4 pre-school going age which accounts for just 7.3 per cent or 9,473 persons.
Table 3 Population Profile of County Louth (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

Population

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

6,474

7.29

Primary (5-12 years)

10,765

12.12

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

7,493

8.44

Adults (19-64 years )

*52,678

59.34

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

11,370

12.80

Total

88, 770

100

Source – SAP CSO 2016

*35-39 year olds account for 7.84 per cent of the overall population i.e.6,967 persons.
Assuming an average household size of 12.75 persons then the proposed development could yield a potential
population of 357.5 persons. Assuming the demographic profile of the development is of a similar nature to
that at County level then the population characteristics of the development are likely to be as follows Table 4 Potential Population Profile of Development (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

7.29

Potential
Population
26

Primary (5-12 years)

12.12

43

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

8.44

30.13

Adults (19-64 years )

59.34

212

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

12.8

46

Total

100

357

Source – SAP CSO 2016

1

2016 Census
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Those aged between 19-64 are likely to comprise the biggest population group of the development when
constructed.

Access and proximity to employment in addition to neighbourhood/district amenities as well as

healthcare and recreational amenities are therefore key considerations.
5.0 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT
The proposed development site has a gross site area of c. 4.015 hectares and is located approximately 2km south
west of Mullingar Town Centre. The site is located within the built footprint of the town with existing housing
located to the north, east and further west of the site. It is zoned for residential development. St. Francis
Hospital is located to the north-west of the site. Ballinderry Road (L1132) runs to the east of the site. This road
is predominantly residential in character with footpaths and public lighting either side.

The existing footpath

network along its western edge terminates approximately 70m north of the application site. As part of the
proposed development, however, it is proposed to extend the existing footpath network by approximately 70m
to ensure that a direct and continuous footpath connection is available from the site along Ballinderry Road to
the town centre.

Approximately 400m north of the site, just beyond the entrance to the Oakcrest Housing

development, there are also cycle lanes in place either side of the road. These terminate on the approach to
the roundabout at the junction of Ballinderry Road with Ardmore Road to the east.
Plate 1 – View of Ballinderry Road Looking North
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Plate 2 – Cycle Lanes Along Northern Section of Ballinderry Road

5.1 Local Community and Social Infrastructure
As the site is located approximately 2 km of Mullingar Town Centre the geographic focus of this Assessment is
on the ‘local’ area i.e. the area within approximately 1000m – 800 m from the site. There are three local types
convenience stores located within a 1000 m of the site. These include a large Centra Convenience Store located
at the northern end of Ballinderry Road approximately 700 m from the site, with additional convenience facilities
located to the west of the site along Lynn Road comprising a small convenience store that forms part of Daly’s
Filling Station; O’Brien’s Centra and a butcher shop located further south along this road. There are two primary
schools located to the west of the site on Lynn Road. These are Gaelscoil An Choillin and Saplings Special Needs
School. A third primary School, the recently constructed Holy Family Primary School, is located just over 1 km
to the east of the site on Ardmore Road. Post-primary schools are generally located in the town centre area.
A School Needs Assessment is provided Section 5.2 of this Statement and it concludes that the additional school
going population can be absorbed by existing educational facilities.
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The site is well served in terms of existing registered childcare facilities. There are 3 facilities located near the
site, with the closest approximately 570m from the site. The nearest of such facilities is Mullingar Academy of
Childcare and Education, which is located approximately 570m from the proposed site on Ballinderry Road.
Additional nearby facilities include Belvedere Hills Nursey & Montessori and Noreen’s Pre-School located in the
Millmount Residential Estate. There is a fourth facility, Mullingar Montessori Crèche and Pre-school located
approximately 800m west of the site on Ardmore Road. The location of these facilities relative to the site are
identified on the Map 4 below. A Childcare Needs Assessment is provided under separate cover at Section 3.7
of the Statement of Consistency. The conclusions of the Assessment are that the proposed development by
itself would not generate sufficient childcare demand to generate the construction of a new crèche and that the
additional demand can be accommodated by existing facilities in the area.

Map 4 – Social and Community Infrastructure within 800 m – 1000 of the application Site

c. 1000m
c. 800m

Site

Site

Convenience Store

Crèche
Primary School
Post Primary School
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5.2 School Needs Assessment (Primary and Post-primary)
The proposed development comprising 130 no. dwellings has the potential to yield a total population of 351
persons based on the average household size of 2.75 persons (CSO 2016 Census). Assuming 12 per cent of the
potential population are of primary school going age and 8 per cent are of secondary school going age (in
accordance with CSO Census 2016 population profile data) then the proposed development would potentially
generate 42 no. primary school places and 28 no. secondary school places.
According to the 2008 Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government Guidance Document – The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, the minimum
size for a new primary school is generally 8 classrooms.
Site
With the proposed development generating just 42 no. primary school places. The development in itself would
not generate the need to construct additional school infrastructure. It is submitted the additional places
generated by the development can be absorbed by existing facilities. Furthermore, a new primary school, the
‘Holy Family Primary School’, was recently constructed on the Ardmore Road approximately 1.1 km to the northeast of the site.
With the development generating just 28 no. secondary places, it is further submitted therefore that this
additional this demand can also be met by existing secondary schools in the area.
Primary Schools

Post Primary School

No.

School

Boys

Girls

No.

School

Boys

Girls

1

St. Mary’s Co-Ed Primary
School

226

161

1

Mullingar Community College

180

141

2

Presentation Junior School

321

369

2

Colaiste Mhuire

754

31

3

Presentation Senior School

170

189

3

Loreto College

N/A

832

4

Holy Family Primary School

170

162

4

St. Finian’s College

390

385

5

Bellview National School

225

226

6

St. Brigids Special School

45

38

7

Saplings Special School

25

5

Total

2,332

Total

2,713
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS
The site is located approximately 2 km from Mullingar Town Centre the equivalent of approximately 25 minutes
walking distance and 10 minutes by bicycle. This Audit demonstrates, however, that there is an adequate supply
of education, childcare, and local retail provision in the immediate vicinity of the subject site. No significant gaps
in the existing network of facilities have been identified. The development will actually make a positive
contribution to public open space facilities in the area by providing a range of accessible new open spaces and
recreational facilities accommodates a variety of uses, use intensities and interests.

Such facilities are not

currently available to the community in the area.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Policy P-C12 of the Mullingar Local Area Plan (LAP) (2014) seeks to ensure that applications for new residential
development make suitable provision for the social, community and recreational needs of the future residents
of such schemes, unless it can be established that the needs of new residential development can be adequately
served by existing community facilities in the area.

Consistent with the objectives of Policy P-C12 an audit of

existing community infrastructure has been undertaken.

The Audit includes an analysis of childcare and

educational facilities and assesses whether the proposed development will generate increased demand for
either.
The purpose of this assessment is to identify and examine the availability and distribution of social and
community infrastructure in the vicinity of a proposed SHD development and identify any gaps in current service
provision.
The proposed residential development comprises 130 no. dwellings in a mix of houses and apartment/duplex
dwellings and associated public open space areas.

2.0 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
The preparation of this Assessment has had regard to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable
Residential Guidelines in Urban Areas (2009), specifically Chapter 4. Section 4.1 of the Guidelines identifies the
“provision of community facilities” as a key planning objective at neighbourhood local scale and provides a broad
definition of community facilities as follows “Sustainable neighbourhoods require a range of community facilities, and each neighbourhood district will need
to be considered within its own wider locality, as some facilities may be available in the wider area whilst others
will need to be provided locally. In this context planning authorities should seek to ensure that facilities for social
and cultural use, such as community centres, and personal and community development, such as resource
centres are available within the wider community. Particular attention, however, should be paid the efficient
and integrated provision of the following community facilities”.
1.

Schools

2.

Childcare

3.

Community Centres

4.

Healthcare Facilities

5.

District and Neighbourhood Centre Uses e.g. convenience stores

For the purposes of this Assessment key social and community infrastructure are grouped under five main
headings identified by national policy, as outlined above.

Page 1 of 14
Stephen Ward Town Planning and Development Consultants Limited

SHD Ballinderry Road, Mullingar
SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE ASSESSMENT

Consdorf Investments ICAV

Also following the above Guidelines, a two tiered approach to the assessment of the availability of infrastructure
is applied. The audit consists of an assessment of key infrastructure at local level i.e. within 800m – 1000m of
the subject site and then assesses the availability of infrastructure at a ‘wider’ community level within
approximately 2 km of the site.
As would be expected and as is evident from the map below the vast majority of services, facilities and
community infrastructure are located to the north of the application site towards the town centre area.
In tandem with the construction of the development, it is proposed to construct a length of footpath (c. 70 m)
on public lands from the site entrance to tie in with the existing footpath network on the western edge of
Ballinderry Road.
The construction of this section of footpath ensures continuous footpath is available from the site to the town
centre. As part of the proposed development two new pedestrian/cyclist links following natural design lines
are proposed along the site’s northern boundary through Chestnut Drive and Chesnut Grove development.
Map 1 – Illustrates Built-Up Footprint with 2 km of the Site including Mullingar Town Centre

2km

2km

Site

As illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 overleaf, the town centre where a full range of social and community
infrastructure is available is approximately 25 minutes walking distance from the site and approximately 10
minutes by bicycle.
.
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Map 2 – 25 Minutes Walking Distance from Site

Site

Map 3 – Illustrates 10 Minute Cycle Distance from Site

Site
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3.0 STRUCTURE OF REPORT
The assessment consists of three main sections, outlined below:
(i)

Analysis of demographic trends affecting the Local Area Plan (LAP) area, including existing and future
population projections.

(ii)

Audit of local community, recreational and social infrastructure and identification of any key
weaknesses and deficiencies in existing local community and social infrastructure.

(iii)

Recommendations to upgrade existing facilities or provision of new facilities that would address any
significant lacunae identified, taking account of existing and projected population growth levels.

4.0 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Description of the Development
The proposed development in this case consists of 130 no. dwellings of which 36 consist of a mix of apartment
/duplex dwellings with the balance comprising houses in terraced, end-terrace and semi-detached format.
Dwellings range in size from 2- 4 bedrooms. The mix and size of dwellings proposed is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1 – Dwelling Size and Mix
2 Bed
Apartments

4 Bed

23
13

Houses

23

Total
23

Duplex Dwellings

Total

3 Bed

13

61

33

94

74

33

130

As part of the proposed development a total of 0.665 hectares of public open space is provided. This equates
to over 16 per cent of the overall site area. In quantitative terms, the level of public open space provided exceeds
the Development Plan standard of 15 per cent, the open space strategy, however, very much focuses on quality.
The open space is divided into 5 no. separate areas across the site. Open space areas range in size from 705sq.m
– 1,870sq.m. The distribution of open space across the site is illustrated on Figure 1 overleaf.
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Figure 1– Open Space Areas (Extract from Landscape Strategy by Doyle O’Troithigh)

N

Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Connections to
Existing Residential Areas

As part of the overall landscape strategy for the site a detailed landscape plan has been prepared for each of the
five open space areas. Each area has its own distinct character and function and will provide a range of valuable
passive and active recreational spaces for residents of the development.
For example, in the area identified as Central Open Space (A), it is proposed to provide formal play equipment
including climbing frames for younger and older children. A calinthensics station for exercising is also proposed
in this area. The equipment is aimed at both older children and adults. Typical examples are provided below
and overleaf (Images 1 - 6) but please refer to enclosed landscape drawings PG-01-PP – PG-03-PP for typical
details and to landscape drawings for precise locations.
Three out of the five open space areas proposed contain either play /exercise equipment or a combination of
both.
There are also opportunities for more passive and less formal recreational pursuits with seating areas and a
network of clearly defined paths following natural desire lines across the site suitable for walking, strolling or
running. ‘Kickabout’ areas also provided with the largest of these provided in Ballinderry Pocket Park located
in the south-eastern part of the site. Whilst a bio-diversity area with seating and natural play equipment is
proposed for the Nature Trail Park (Area C) that connects the proposed development to the established
residential area of Chestnut Drive/Chesnut Grove.
Summary details of the area and function of each open space area is provided in Table 2 below.
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Table 2 – Summary of Public Open Space Provision
Area

Name

Measurement

Characteristics and Function

A

Central Open Space

1,630 sq.m

Multi-functional space incorporating formal play
and exercise zone as well as grassed areas and
seating

B

Oval Pocket Park

705 sq.m

West facing pocket park incorporating circuitous
footpaths, seating areas, native planting and raised
lawn space

C

Nature Trail Park

1,220 sq.m

South facing area located at northern site boundary
incorporating natural play area for children.
Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained and
supplemented and pedestrian / cycle linkages to
adjoining Chestnut Drive development proposed.

D

Western Green

1,230 sq.m

Green area incorporating network of circuitous
paths with rest stops in the form of seating to
encourage relaxation and social interaction. Formal
play and exercise area are also provided.

E

Ballinderry Pocket Park

1,870 sq.m

Kickabout and seating areas incorporating
circuitous pathway links from the site entrance to
the south-western part of the site.

Total Public Open Space Provision

6,655 sqm or 16.76 per cent of the overall site area
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5.
4.
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6.

Figure 2 - Ballinderry Pocket Park with Kickabout Area

(Extract from Landscape Architects’ Drawing Ref. No. LS-03-PP)
It is submitted the nature quantity and quality of play and exercise equipment proposed is akin to that that
would be found in a local park environment serving a much larger catchment population than that of the
proposed development.
Indeed, a survey of the residential area in the immediate vicinity found the area is lacking in any formal play
/exercise facilities currently available to local residents.
Proposed pedestrian /cyclist connections to the established residential area mean that existing residents in
the vicinity and wider community will be able to access and benefit from these proposed recreational facilities.
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4.2 Additional Population Generated by the Development
Population Age Profile
2016 CSO data for County Westmeath recorded an overall population of 88,770 persons for the County.
According to CSO Small Area Statistics (SAP), the ‘Adult’ 19-64 age cohort makes up the largest population group
accounting for 58.9 per (76,023 persons). The next largest population group is the ‘Primary School’ age group
consisting of 16,274 persons the equivalent of 12.62 per cent, with the ‘Older Adult’ population i.e. those aged
between 64 – 85+ accounting for 12.47 per cent of the overall population. Young adults and children of
secondary school going age (13-18 years) comprise 8.5 per cent of the population (11,037 persons). The smallest
population group is 0-4 pre-school going age which accounts for just 7.3 per cent or 9,473 persons.
Table 3 Population Profile of County Louth (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

Population

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

6,474

7.29

Primary (5-12 years)

10,765

12.12

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

7,493

8.44

Adults (19-64 years )

*52,678

59.34

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

11,370

12.80

Total

88, 770

100

Source – SAP CSO 2016

*35-39 year olds account for 7.84 per cent of the overall population i.e.6,967 persons.
Assuming an average household size of 12.75 persons then the proposed development could yield a potential
population of 357.5 persons. Assuming the demographic profile of the development is of a similar nature to
that at County level then the population characteristics of the development are likely to be as follows Table 4 Potential Population Profile of Development (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

7.29

Potential
Population
26

Primary (5-12 years)

12.12

43

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

8.44

30.13

Adults (19-64 years )

59.34

212

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

12.8

46

Total

100

357

Source – SAP CSO 2016

1

2016 Census
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Those aged between 19-64 are likely to comprise the biggest population group of the development when
constructed.

Access and proximity to employment in addition to neighbourhood/district amenities as well as

healthcare and recreational amenities are therefore key considerations.
5.0 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT
The proposed development site has a gross site area of c. 4.015 hectares and is located approximately 2km south
west of Mullingar Town Centre. The site is located within the built footprint of the town with existing housing
located to the north, east and further west of the site. It is zoned for residential development. St. Francis
Hospital is located to the north-west of the site. Ballinderry Road (L1132) runs to the east of the site. This road
is predominantly residential in character with footpaths and public lighting either side.

The existing footpath

network along its western edge terminates approximately 70m north of the application site. As part of the
proposed development, however, it is proposed to extend the existing footpath network by approximately 70m
to ensure that a direct and continuous footpath connection is available from the site along Ballinderry Road to
the town centre.

Approximately 400m north of the site, just beyond the entrance to the Oakcrest Housing

development, there are also cycle lanes in place either side of the road. These terminate on the approach to
the roundabout at the junction of Ballinderry Road with Ardmore Road to the east.
Plate 1 – View of Ballinderry Road Looking North
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Plate 2 – Cycle Lanes Along Northern Section of Ballinderry Road

5.1 Local Community and Social Infrastructure
As the site is located approximately 2 km of Mullingar Town Centre the geographic focus of this Assessment is
on the ‘local’ area i.e. the area within approximately 1000m – 800 m from the site. There are three local types
convenience stores located within a 1000 m of the site. These include a large Centra Convenience Store located
at the northern end of Ballinderry Road approximately 700 m from the site, with additional convenience facilities
located to the west of the site along Lynn Road comprising a small convenience store that forms part of Daly’s
Filling Station; O’Brien’s Centra and a butcher shop located further south along this road. There are two primary
schools located to the west of the site on Lynn Road. These are Gaelscoil An Choillin and Saplings Special Needs
School. A third primary School, the recently constructed Holy Family Primary School, is located just over 1 km
to the east of the site on Ardmore Road. Post-primary schools are generally located in the town centre area.
A School Needs Assessment is provided Section 5.2 of this Statement and it concludes that the additional school
going population can be absorbed by existing educational facilities.
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The site is well served in terms of existing registered childcare facilities. There are 3 facilities located near the
site, with the closest approximately 570m from the site. The nearest of such facilities is Mullingar Academy of
Childcare and Education, which is located approximately 570m from the proposed site on Ballinderry Road.
Additional nearby facilities include Belvedere Hills Nursey & Montessori and Noreen’s Pre-School located in the
Millmount Residential Estate. There is a fourth facility, Mullingar Montessori Crèche and Pre-school located
approximately 800m west of the site on Ardmore Road. The location of these facilities relative to the site are
identified on the Map 4 below. A Childcare Needs Assessment is provided under separate cover at Section 3.7
of the Statement of Consistency. The conclusions of the Assessment are that the proposed development by
itself would not generate sufficient childcare demand to generate the construction of a new crèche and that the
additional demand can be accommodated by existing facilities in the area.

Map 4 – Social and Community Infrastructure within 800 m – 1000 of the application Site

c. 1000m
c. 800m

Site

Site

Convenience Store

Crèche
Primary School
Post Primary School
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5.2 School Needs Assessment (Primary and Post-primary)
The proposed development comprising 130 no. dwellings has the potential to yield a total population of 351
persons based on the average household size of 2.75 persons (CSO 2016 Census). Assuming 12 per cent of the
potential population are of primary school going age and 8 per cent are of secondary school going age (in
accordance with CSO Census 2016 population profile data) then the proposed development would potentially
generate 42 no. primary school places and 28 no. secondary school places.
According to the 2008 Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government Guidance Document – The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, the minimum
size for a new primary school is generally 8 classrooms.
Site
With the proposed development generating just 42 no. primary school places. The development in itself would
not generate the need to construct additional school infrastructure. It is submitted the additional places
generated by the development can be absorbed by existing facilities. Furthermore, a new primary school, the
‘Holy Family Primary School’, was recently constructed on the Ardmore Road approximately 1.1 km to the northeast of the site.
With the development generating just 28 no. secondary places, it is further submitted therefore that this
additional this demand can also be met by existing secondary schools in the area.
Primary Schools

Post Primary School

No.

School

Boys

Girls

No.

School

Boys

Girls

1

St. Mary’s Co-Ed Primary
School

226

161

1

Mullingar Community College

180

141

2

Presentation Junior School

321

369

2

Colaiste Mhuire

754

31

3

Presentation Senior School

170

189

3

Loreto College

N/A

832

4

Holy Family Primary School

170

162

4

St. Finian’s College

390

385

5

Bellview National School

225

226

6

St. Brigids Special School

45

38

7

Saplings Special School

25

5

Total

2,332

Total

2,713
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS
The site is located approximately 2 km from Mullingar Town Centre the equivalent of approximately 25 minutes
walking distance and 10 minutes by bicycle. This Audit demonstrates, however, that there is an adequate supply
of education, childcare, and local retail provision in the immediate vicinity of the subject site. No significant gaps
in the existing network of facilities have been identified. The development will actually make a positive
contribution to public open space facilities in the area by providing a range of accessible new open spaces and
recreational facilities accommodates a variety of uses, use intensities and interests.

Such facilities are not

currently available to the community in the area.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Policy P-C12 of the Mullingar Local Area Plan (LAP) (2014) seeks to ensure that applications for new residential
development make suitable provision for the social, community and recreational needs of the future residents
of such schemes, unless it can be established that the needs of new residential development can be adequately
served by existing community facilities in the area.

Consistent with the objectives of Policy P-C12 an audit of

existing community infrastructure has been undertaken.

The Audit includes an analysis of childcare and

educational facilities and assesses whether the proposed development will generate increased demand for
either.
The purpose of this assessment is to identify and examine the availability and distribution of social and
community infrastructure in the vicinity of a proposed SHD development and identify any gaps in current service
provision.
The proposed residential development comprises 130 no. dwellings in a mix of houses and apartment/duplex
dwellings and associated public open space areas.

2.0 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
The preparation of this Assessment has had regard to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable
Residential Guidelines in Urban Areas (2009), specifically Chapter 4. Section 4.1 of the Guidelines identifies the
“provision of community facilities” as a key planning objective at neighbourhood local scale and provides a broad
definition of community facilities as follows “Sustainable neighbourhoods require a range of community facilities, and each neighbourhood district will need
to be considered within its own wider locality, as some facilities may be available in the wider area whilst others
will need to be provided locally. In this context planning authorities should seek to ensure that facilities for social
and cultural use, such as community centres, and personal and community development, such as resource
centres are available within the wider community. Particular attention, however, should be paid the efficient
and integrated provision of the following community facilities”.
1.

Schools

2.

Childcare

3.

Community Centres

4.

Healthcare Facilities

5.

District and Neighbourhood Centre Uses e.g. convenience stores

For the purposes of this Assessment key social and community infrastructure are grouped under five main
headings identified by national policy, as outlined above.
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Also following the above Guidelines, a two tiered approach to the assessment of the availability of infrastructure
is applied. The audit consists of an assessment of key infrastructure at local level i.e. within 800m – 1000m of
the subject site and then assesses the availability of infrastructure at a ‘wider’ community level within
approximately 2 km of the site.
As would be expected and as is evident from the map below the vast majority of services, facilities and
community infrastructure are located to the north of the application site towards the town centre area.
In tandem with the construction of the development, it is proposed to construct a length of footpath (c. 70 m)
on public lands from the site entrance to tie in with the existing footpath network on the western edge of
Ballinderry Road.
The construction of this section of footpath ensures continuous footpath is available from the site to the town
centre. As part of the proposed development two new pedestrian/cyclist links following natural design lines
are proposed along the site’s northern boundary through Chestnut Drive and Chesnut Grove development.
Map 1 – Illustrates Built-Up Footprint with 2 km of the Site including Mullingar Town Centre

2km

2km

Site

As illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 overleaf, the town centre where a full range of social and community
infrastructure is available is approximately 25 minutes walking distance from the site and approximately 10
minutes by bicycle.
.
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Map 2 – 25 Minutes Walking Distance from Site

Site

Map 3 – Illustrates 10 Minute Cycle Distance from Site

Site
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3.0 STRUCTURE OF REPORT
The assessment consists of three main sections, outlined below:
(i)

Analysis of demographic trends affecting the Local Area Plan (LAP) area, including existing and future
population projections.

(ii)

Audit of local community, recreational and social infrastructure and identification of any key
weaknesses and deficiencies in existing local community and social infrastructure.

(iii)

Recommendations to upgrade existing facilities or provision of new facilities that would address any
significant lacunae identified, taking account of existing and projected population growth levels.

4.0 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Description of the Development
The proposed development in this case consists of 130 no. dwellings of which 36 consist of a mix of apartment
/duplex dwellings with the balance comprising houses in terraced, end-terrace and semi-detached format.
Dwellings range in size from 2- 4 bedrooms. The mix and size of dwellings proposed is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1 – Dwelling Size and Mix
2 Bed
Apartments

4 Bed

23
13

Houses

23

Total
23

Duplex Dwellings

Total

3 Bed

13

61

33

94

74

33

130

As part of the proposed development a total of 0.665 hectares of public open space is provided. This equates
to over 16 per cent of the overall site area. In quantitative terms, the level of public open space provided exceeds
the Development Plan standard of 15 per cent, the open space strategy, however, very much focuses on quality.
The open space is divided into 5 no. separate areas across the site. Open space areas range in size from 705sq.m
– 1,870sq.m. The distribution of open space across the site is illustrated on Figure 1 overleaf.
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Figure 1– Open Space Areas (Extract from Landscape Strategy by Doyle O’Troithigh)

N

Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Connections to
Existing Residential Areas

As part of the overall landscape strategy for the site a detailed landscape plan has been prepared for each of the
five open space areas. Each area has its own distinct character and function and will provide a range of valuable
passive and active recreational spaces for residents of the development.
For example, in the area identified as Central Open Space (A), it is proposed to provide formal play equipment
including climbing frames for younger and older children. A calinthensics station for exercising is also proposed
in this area. The equipment is aimed at both older children and adults. Typical examples are provided below
and overleaf (Images 1 - 6) but please refer to enclosed landscape drawings PG-01-PP – PG-03-PP for typical
details and to landscape drawings for precise locations.
Three out of the five open space areas proposed contain either play /exercise equipment or a combination of
both.
There are also opportunities for more passive and less formal recreational pursuits with seating areas and a
network of clearly defined paths following natural desire lines across the site suitable for walking, strolling or
running. ‘Kickabout’ areas also provided with the largest of these provided in Ballinderry Pocket Park located
in the south-eastern part of the site. Whilst a bio-diversity area with seating and natural play equipment is
proposed for the Nature Trail Park (Area C) that connects the proposed development to the established
residential area of Chestnut Drive/Chesnut Grove.
Summary details of the area and function of each open space area is provided in Table 2 below.
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Table 2 – Summary of Public Open Space Provision
Area

Name

Measurement

Characteristics and Function

A

Central Open Space

1,630 sq.m

Multi-functional space incorporating formal play
and exercise zone as well as grassed areas and
seating

B

Oval Pocket Park

705 sq.m

West facing pocket park incorporating circuitous
footpaths, seating areas, native planting and raised
lawn space

C

Nature Trail Park

1,220 sq.m

South facing area located at northern site boundary
incorporating natural play area for children.
Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained and
supplemented and pedestrian / cycle linkages to
adjoining Chestnut Drive development proposed.

D

Western Green

1,230 sq.m

Green area incorporating network of circuitous
paths with rest stops in the form of seating to
encourage relaxation and social interaction. Formal
play and exercise area are also provided.

E

Ballinderry Pocket Park

1,870 sq.m

Kickabout and seating areas incorporating
circuitous pathway links from the site entrance to
the south-western part of the site.

Total Public Open Space Provision

6,655 sqm or 16.76 per cent of the overall site area

Page 6 of 14
Stephen Ward Town Planning and Development Consultants Limited

SHD Ballinderry Road, Mullingar
SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE ASSESSMENT

1.

Consdorf Investments ICAV

2.

3.
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4.
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6.

Figure 2 - Ballinderry Pocket Park with Kickabout Area

(Extract from Landscape Architects’ Drawing Ref. No. LS-03-PP)
It is submitted the nature quantity and quality of play and exercise equipment proposed is akin to that that
would be found in a local park environment serving a much larger catchment population than that of the
proposed development.
Indeed, a survey of the residential area in the immediate vicinity found the area is lacking in any formal play
/exercise facilities currently available to local residents.
Proposed pedestrian /cyclist connections to the established residential area mean that existing residents in
the vicinity and wider community will be able to access and benefit from these proposed recreational facilities.
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4.2 Additional Population Generated by the Development
Population Age Profile
2016 CSO data for County Westmeath recorded an overall population of 88,770 persons for the County.
According to CSO Small Area Statistics (SAP), the ‘Adult’ 19-64 age cohort makes up the largest population group
accounting for 58.9 per (76,023 persons). The next largest population group is the ‘Primary School’ age group
consisting of 16,274 persons the equivalent of 12.62 per cent, with the ‘Older Adult’ population i.e. those aged
between 64 – 85+ accounting for 12.47 per cent of the overall population. Young adults and children of
secondary school going age (13-18 years) comprise 8.5 per cent of the population (11,037 persons). The smallest
population group is 0-4 pre-school going age which accounts for just 7.3 per cent or 9,473 persons.
Table 3 Population Profile of County Louth (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

Population

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

6,474

7.29

Primary (5-12 years)

10,765

12.12

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

7,493

8.44

Adults (19-64 years )

*52,678

59.34

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

11,370

12.80

Total

88, 770

100

Source – SAP CSO 2016

*35-39 year olds account for 7.84 per cent of the overall population i.e.6,967 persons.
Assuming an average household size of 12.75 persons then the proposed development could yield a potential
population of 357.5 persons. Assuming the demographic profile of the development is of a similar nature to
that at County level then the population characteristics of the development are likely to be as follows Table 4 Potential Population Profile of Development (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

7.29

Potential
Population
26

Primary (5-12 years)

12.12

43

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

8.44

30.13

Adults (19-64 years )

59.34

212

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

12.8

46

Total

100

357

Source – SAP CSO 2016

1

2016 Census
Page 9 of 14
Stephen Ward Town Planning and Development Consultants Limited

SHD Ballinderry Road, Mullingar
SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE ASSESSMENT

Consdorf Investments ICAV

Those aged between 19-64 are likely to comprise the biggest population group of the development when
constructed.

Access and proximity to employment in addition to neighbourhood/district amenities as well as

healthcare and recreational amenities are therefore key considerations.
5.0 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT
The proposed development site has a gross site area of c. 4.015 hectares and is located approximately 2km south
west of Mullingar Town Centre. The site is located within the built footprint of the town with existing housing
located to the north, east and further west of the site. It is zoned for residential development. St. Francis
Hospital is located to the north-west of the site. Ballinderry Road (L1132) runs to the east of the site. This road
is predominantly residential in character with footpaths and public lighting either side.

The existing footpath

network along its western edge terminates approximately 70m north of the application site. As part of the
proposed development, however, it is proposed to extend the existing footpath network by approximately 70m
to ensure that a direct and continuous footpath connection is available from the site along Ballinderry Road to
the town centre.

Approximately 400m north of the site, just beyond the entrance to the Oakcrest Housing

development, there are also cycle lanes in place either side of the road. These terminate on the approach to
the roundabout at the junction of Ballinderry Road with Ardmore Road to the east.
Plate 1 – View of Ballinderry Road Looking North
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Plate 2 – Cycle Lanes Along Northern Section of Ballinderry Road

5.1 Local Community and Social Infrastructure
As the site is located approximately 2 km of Mullingar Town Centre the geographic focus of this Assessment is
on the ‘local’ area i.e. the area within approximately 1000m – 800 m from the site. There are three local types
convenience stores located within a 1000 m of the site. These include a large Centra Convenience Store located
at the northern end of Ballinderry Road approximately 700 m from the site, with additional convenience facilities
located to the west of the site along Lynn Road comprising a small convenience store that forms part of Daly’s
Filling Station; O’Brien’s Centra and a butcher shop located further south along this road. There are two primary
schools located to the west of the site on Lynn Road. These are Gaelscoil An Choillin and Saplings Special Needs
School. A third primary School, the recently constructed Holy Family Primary School, is located just over 1 km
to the east of the site on Ardmore Road. Post-primary schools are generally located in the town centre area.
A School Needs Assessment is provided Section 5.2 of this Statement and it concludes that the additional school
going population can be absorbed by existing educational facilities.
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The site is well served in terms of existing registered childcare facilities. There are 3 facilities located near the
site, with the closest approximately 570m from the site. The nearest of such facilities is Mullingar Academy of
Childcare and Education, which is located approximately 570m from the proposed site on Ballinderry Road.
Additional nearby facilities include Belvedere Hills Nursey & Montessori and Noreen’s Pre-School located in the
Millmount Residential Estate. There is a fourth facility, Mullingar Montessori Crèche and Pre-school located
approximately 800m west of the site on Ardmore Road. The location of these facilities relative to the site are
identified on the Map 4 below. A Childcare Needs Assessment is provided under separate cover at Section 3.7
of the Statement of Consistency. The conclusions of the Assessment are that the proposed development by
itself would not generate sufficient childcare demand to generate the construction of a new crèche and that the
additional demand can be accommodated by existing facilities in the area.

Map 4 – Social and Community Infrastructure within 800 m – 1000 of the application Site

c. 1000m
c. 800m

Site

Site

Convenience Store

Crèche
Primary School
Post Primary School
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5.2 School Needs Assessment (Primary and Post-primary)
The proposed development comprising 130 no. dwellings has the potential to yield a total population of 351
persons based on the average household size of 2.75 persons (CSO 2016 Census). Assuming 12 per cent of the
potential population are of primary school going age and 8 per cent are of secondary school going age (in
accordance with CSO Census 2016 population profile data) then the proposed development would potentially
generate 42 no. primary school places and 28 no. secondary school places.
According to the 2008 Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government Guidance Document – The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, the minimum
size for a new primary school is generally 8 classrooms.
Site
With the proposed development generating just 42 no. primary school places. The development in itself would
not generate the need to construct additional school infrastructure. It is submitted the additional places
generated by the development can be absorbed by existing facilities. Furthermore, a new primary school, the
‘Holy Family Primary School’, was recently constructed on the Ardmore Road approximately 1.1 km to the northeast of the site.
With the development generating just 28 no. secondary places, it is further submitted therefore that this
additional this demand can also be met by existing secondary schools in the area.
Primary Schools

Post Primary School

No.

School

Boys

Girls

No.

School

Boys

Girls

1

St. Mary’s Co-Ed Primary
School

226

161

1

Mullingar Community College

180

141

2

Presentation Junior School

321

369

2

Colaiste Mhuire

754

31

3

Presentation Senior School

170

189

3

Loreto College

N/A

832

4

Holy Family Primary School

170

162

4

St. Finian’s College

390

385

5

Bellview National School

225

226

6

St. Brigids Special School

45

38

7

Saplings Special School

25

5

Total

2,332

Total

2,713
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS
The site is located approximately 2 km from Mullingar Town Centre the equivalent of approximately 25 minutes
walking distance and 10 minutes by bicycle. This Audit demonstrates, however, that there is an adequate supply
of education, childcare, and local retail provision in the immediate vicinity of the subject site. No significant gaps
in the existing network of facilities have been identified. The development will actually make a positive
contribution to public open space facilities in the area by providing a range of accessible new open spaces and
recreational facilities accommodates a variety of uses, use intensities and interests.

Such facilities are not

currently available to the community in the area.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Policy P-C12 of the Mullingar Local Area Plan (LAP) (2014) seeks to ensure that applications for new residential
development make suitable provision for the social, community and recreational needs of the future residents
of such schemes, unless it can be established that the needs of new residential development can be adequately
served by existing community facilities in the area.

Consistent with the objectives of Policy P-C12 an audit of

existing community infrastructure has been undertaken.

The Audit includes an analysis of childcare and

educational facilities and assesses whether the proposed development will generate increased demand for
either.
The purpose of this assessment is to identify and examine the availability and distribution of social and
community infrastructure in the vicinity of a proposed SHD development and identify any gaps in current service
provision.
The proposed residential development comprises 130 no. dwellings in a mix of houses and apartment/duplex
dwellings and associated public open space areas.

2.0 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
The preparation of this Assessment has had regard to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable
Residential Guidelines in Urban Areas (2009), specifically Chapter 4. Section 4.1 of the Guidelines identifies the
“provision of community facilities” as a key planning objective at neighbourhood local scale and provides a broad
definition of community facilities as follows “Sustainable neighbourhoods require a range of community facilities, and each neighbourhood district will need
to be considered within its own wider locality, as some facilities may be available in the wider area whilst others
will need to be provided locally. In this context planning authorities should seek to ensure that facilities for social
and cultural use, such as community centres, and personal and community development, such as resource
centres are available within the wider community. Particular attention, however, should be paid the efficient
and integrated provision of the following community facilities”.
1.

Schools

2.

Childcare

3.

Community Centres

4.

Healthcare Facilities

5.

District and Neighbourhood Centre Uses e.g. convenience stores

For the purposes of this Assessment key social and community infrastructure are grouped under five main
headings identified by national policy, as outlined above.
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Also following the above Guidelines, a two tiered approach to the assessment of the availability of infrastructure
is applied. The audit consists of an assessment of key infrastructure at local level i.e. within 800m – 1000m of
the subject site and then assesses the availability of infrastructure at a ‘wider’ community level within
approximately 2 km of the site.
As would be expected and as is evident from the map below the vast majority of services, facilities and
community infrastructure are located to the north of the application site towards the town centre area.
In tandem with the construction of the development, it is proposed to construct a length of footpath (c. 70 m)
on public lands from the site entrance to tie in with the existing footpath network on the western edge of
Ballinderry Road.
The construction of this section of footpath ensures continuous footpath is available from the site to the town
centre. As part of the proposed development two new pedestrian/cyclist links following natural design lines
are proposed along the site’s northern boundary through Chestnut Drive and Chesnut Grove development.
Map 1 – Illustrates Built-Up Footprint with 2 km of the Site including Mullingar Town Centre

2km

2km

Site

As illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 overleaf, the town centre where a full range of social and community
infrastructure is available is approximately 25 minutes walking distance from the site and approximately 10
minutes by bicycle.
.
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Map 2 – 25 Minutes Walking Distance from Site

Site

Map 3 – Illustrates 10 Minute Cycle Distance from Site

Site
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3.0 STRUCTURE OF REPORT
The assessment consists of three main sections, outlined below:
(i)

Analysis of demographic trends affecting the Local Area Plan (LAP) area, including existing and future
population projections.

(ii)

Audit of local community, recreational and social infrastructure and identification of any key
weaknesses and deficiencies in existing local community and social infrastructure.

(iii)

Recommendations to upgrade existing facilities or provision of new facilities that would address any
significant lacunae identified, taking account of existing and projected population growth levels.

4.0 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Description of the Development
The proposed development in this case consists of 130 no. dwellings of which 36 consist of a mix of apartment
/duplex dwellings with the balance comprising houses in terraced, end-terrace and semi-detached format.
Dwellings range in size from 2- 4 bedrooms. The mix and size of dwellings proposed is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1 – Dwelling Size and Mix
2 Bed
Apartments

4 Bed

23
13

Houses

23

Total
23

Duplex Dwellings

Total

3 Bed

13

61

33

94

74

33

130

As part of the proposed development a total of 0.665 hectares of public open space is provided. This equates
to over 16 per cent of the overall site area. In quantitative terms, the level of public open space provided exceeds
the Development Plan standard of 15 per cent, the open space strategy, however, very much focuses on quality.
The open space is divided into 5 no. separate areas across the site. Open space areas range in size from 705sq.m
– 1,870sq.m. The distribution of open space across the site is illustrated on Figure 1 overleaf.
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Figure 1– Open Space Areas (Extract from Landscape Strategy by Doyle O’Troithigh)

N

Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Connections to
Existing Residential Areas

As part of the overall landscape strategy for the site a detailed landscape plan has been prepared for each of the
five open space areas. Each area has its own distinct character and function and will provide a range of valuable
passive and active recreational spaces for residents of the development.
For example, in the area identified as Central Open Space (A), it is proposed to provide formal play equipment
including climbing frames for younger and older children. A calinthensics station for exercising is also proposed
in this area. The equipment is aimed at both older children and adults. Typical examples are provided below
and overleaf (Images 1 - 6) but please refer to enclosed landscape drawings PG-01-PP – PG-03-PP for typical
details and to landscape drawings for precise locations.
Three out of the five open space areas proposed contain either play /exercise equipment or a combination of
both.
There are also opportunities for more passive and less formal recreational pursuits with seating areas and a
network of clearly defined paths following natural desire lines across the site suitable for walking, strolling or
running. ‘Kickabout’ areas also provided with the largest of these provided in Ballinderry Pocket Park located
in the south-eastern part of the site. Whilst a bio-diversity area with seating and natural play equipment is
proposed for the Nature Trail Park (Area C) that connects the proposed development to the established
residential area of Chestnut Drive/Chesnut Grove.
Summary details of the area and function of each open space area is provided in Table 2 below.
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Table 2 – Summary of Public Open Space Provision
Area

Name

Measurement

Characteristics and Function

A

Central Open Space

1,630 sq.m

Multi-functional space incorporating formal play
and exercise zone as well as grassed areas and
seating

B

Oval Pocket Park

705 sq.m

West facing pocket park incorporating circuitous
footpaths, seating areas, native planting and raised
lawn space

C

Nature Trail Park

1,220 sq.m

South facing area located at northern site boundary
incorporating natural play area for children.
Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained and
supplemented and pedestrian / cycle linkages to
adjoining Chestnut Drive development proposed.

D

Western Green

1,230 sq.m

Green area incorporating network of circuitous
paths with rest stops in the form of seating to
encourage relaxation and social interaction. Formal
play and exercise area are also provided.

E

Ballinderry Pocket Park

1,870 sq.m

Kickabout and seating areas incorporating
circuitous pathway links from the site entrance to
the south-western part of the site.

Total Public Open Space Provision

6,655 sqm or 16.76 per cent of the overall site area
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2.

3.

5.
4.
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6.

Figure 2 - Ballinderry Pocket Park with Kickabout Area

(Extract from Landscape Architects’ Drawing Ref. No. LS-03-PP)
It is submitted the nature quantity and quality of play and exercise equipment proposed is akin to that that
would be found in a local park environment serving a much larger catchment population than that of the
proposed development.
Indeed, a survey of the residential area in the immediate vicinity found the area is lacking in any formal play
/exercise facilities currently available to local residents.
Proposed pedestrian /cyclist connections to the established residential area mean that existing residents in
the vicinity and wider community will be able to access and benefit from these proposed recreational facilities.
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4.2 Additional Population Generated by the Development
Population Age Profile
2016 CSO data for County Westmeath recorded an overall population of 88,770 persons for the County.
According to CSO Small Area Statistics (SAP), the ‘Adult’ 19-64 age cohort makes up the largest population group
accounting for 58.9 per (76,023 persons). The next largest population group is the ‘Primary School’ age group
consisting of 16,274 persons the equivalent of 12.62 per cent, with the ‘Older Adult’ population i.e. those aged
between 64 – 85+ accounting for 12.47 per cent of the overall population. Young adults and children of
secondary school going age (13-18 years) comprise 8.5 per cent of the population (11,037 persons). The smallest
population group is 0-4 pre-school going age which accounts for just 7.3 per cent or 9,473 persons.
Table 3 Population Profile of County Louth (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

Population

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

6,474

7.29

Primary (5-12 years)

10,765

12.12

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

7,493

8.44

Adults (19-64 years )

*52,678

59.34

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

11,370

12.80

Total

88, 770

100

Source – SAP CSO 2016

*35-39 year olds account for 7.84 per cent of the overall population i.e.6,967 persons.
Assuming an average household size of 12.75 persons then the proposed development could yield a potential
population of 357.5 persons. Assuming the demographic profile of the development is of a similar nature to
that at County level then the population characteristics of the development are likely to be as follows Table 4 Potential Population Profile of Development (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

7.29

Potential
Population
26

Primary (5-12 years)

12.12

43

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

8.44

30.13

Adults (19-64 years )

59.34

212

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

12.8

46

Total

100

357

Source – SAP CSO 2016

1

2016 Census
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Those aged between 19-64 are likely to comprise the biggest population group of the development when
constructed.

Access and proximity to employment in addition to neighbourhood/district amenities as well as

healthcare and recreational amenities are therefore key considerations.
5.0 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT
The proposed development site has a gross site area of c. 4.015 hectares and is located approximately 2km south
west of Mullingar Town Centre. The site is located within the built footprint of the town with existing housing
located to the north, east and further west of the site. It is zoned for residential development. St. Francis
Hospital is located to the north-west of the site. Ballinderry Road (L1132) runs to the east of the site. This road
is predominantly residential in character with footpaths and public lighting either side.

The existing footpath

network along its western edge terminates approximately 70m north of the application site. As part of the
proposed development, however, it is proposed to extend the existing footpath network by approximately 70m
to ensure that a direct and continuous footpath connection is available from the site along Ballinderry Road to
the town centre.

Approximately 400m north of the site, just beyond the entrance to the Oakcrest Housing

development, there are also cycle lanes in place either side of the road. These terminate on the approach to
the roundabout at the junction of Ballinderry Road with Ardmore Road to the east.
Plate 1 – View of Ballinderry Road Looking North
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Plate 2 – Cycle Lanes Along Northern Section of Ballinderry Road

5.1 Local Community and Social Infrastructure
As the site is located approximately 2 km of Mullingar Town Centre the geographic focus of this Assessment is
on the ‘local’ area i.e. the area within approximately 1000m – 800 m from the site. There are three local types
convenience stores located within a 1000 m of the site. These include a large Centra Convenience Store located
at the northern end of Ballinderry Road approximately 700 m from the site, with additional convenience facilities
located to the west of the site along Lynn Road comprising a small convenience store that forms part of Daly’s
Filling Station; O’Brien’s Centra and a butcher shop located further south along this road. There are two primary
schools located to the west of the site on Lynn Road. These are Gaelscoil An Choillin and Saplings Special Needs
School. A third primary School, the recently constructed Holy Family Primary School, is located just over 1 km
to the east of the site on Ardmore Road. Post-primary schools are generally located in the town centre area.
A School Needs Assessment is provided Section 5.2 of this Statement and it concludes that the additional school
going population can be absorbed by existing educational facilities.
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The site is well served in terms of existing registered childcare facilities. There are 3 facilities located near the
site, with the closest approximately 570m from the site. The nearest of such facilities is Mullingar Academy of
Childcare and Education, which is located approximately 570m from the proposed site on Ballinderry Road.
Additional nearby facilities include Belvedere Hills Nursey & Montessori and Noreen’s Pre-School located in the
Millmount Residential Estate. There is a fourth facility, Mullingar Montessori Crèche and Pre-school located
approximately 800m west of the site on Ardmore Road. The location of these facilities relative to the site are
identified on the Map 4 below. A Childcare Needs Assessment is provided under separate cover at Section 3.7
of the Statement of Consistency. The conclusions of the Assessment are that the proposed development by
itself would not generate sufficient childcare demand to generate the construction of a new crèche and that the
additional demand can be accommodated by existing facilities in the area.

Map 4 – Social and Community Infrastructure within 800 m – 1000 of the application Site

c. 1000m
c. 800m

Site

Site

Convenience Store

Crèche
Primary School
Post Primary School
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5.2 School Needs Assessment (Primary and Post-primary)
The proposed development comprising 130 no. dwellings has the potential to yield a total population of 351
persons based on the average household size of 2.75 persons (CSO 2016 Census). Assuming 12 per cent of the
potential population are of primary school going age and 8 per cent are of secondary school going age (in
accordance with CSO Census 2016 population profile data) then the proposed development would potentially
generate 42 no. primary school places and 28 no. secondary school places.
According to the 2008 Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government Guidance Document – The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, the minimum
size for a new primary school is generally 8 classrooms.
Site
With the proposed development generating just 42 no. primary school places. The development in itself would
not generate the need to construct additional school infrastructure. It is submitted the additional places
generated by the development can be absorbed by existing facilities. Furthermore, a new primary school, the
‘Holy Family Primary School’, was recently constructed on the Ardmore Road approximately 1.1 km to the northeast of the site.
With the development generating just 28 no. secondary places, it is further submitted therefore that this
additional this demand can also be met by existing secondary schools in the area.
Primary Schools

Post Primary School

No.

School

Boys

Girls

No.

School

Boys

Girls

1

St. Mary’s Co-Ed Primary
School

226

161

1

Mullingar Community College

180

141

2

Presentation Junior School

321

369

2

Colaiste Mhuire

754

31

3

Presentation Senior School

170

189

3

Loreto College

N/A

832

4

Holy Family Primary School

170

162

4

St. Finian’s College

390

385

5

Bellview National School

225

226

6

St. Brigids Special School

45

38

7

Saplings Special School

25

5

Total

2,332

Total

2,713
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS
The site is located approximately 2 km from Mullingar Town Centre the equivalent of approximately 25 minutes
walking distance and 10 minutes by bicycle. This Audit demonstrates, however, that there is an adequate supply
of education, childcare, and local retail provision in the immediate vicinity of the subject site. No significant gaps
in the existing network of facilities have been identified. The development will actually make a positive
contribution to public open space facilities in the area by providing a range of accessible new open spaces and
recreational facilities accommodates a variety of uses, use intensities and interests.

Such facilities are not

currently available to the community in the area.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Policy P-C12 of the Mullingar Local Area Plan (LAP) (2014) seeks to ensure that applications for new residential
development make suitable provision for the social, community and recreational needs of the future residents
of such schemes, unless it can be established that the needs of new residential development can be adequately
served by existing community facilities in the area.

Consistent with the objectives of Policy P-C12 an audit of

existing community infrastructure has been undertaken.

The Audit includes an analysis of childcare and

educational facilities and assesses whether the proposed development will generate increased demand for
either.
The purpose of this assessment is to identify and examine the availability and distribution of social and
community infrastructure in the vicinity of a proposed SHD development and identify any gaps in current service
provision.
The proposed residential development comprises 130 no. dwellings in a mix of houses and apartment/duplex
dwellings and associated public open space areas.

2.0 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
The preparation of this Assessment has had regard to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable
Residential Guidelines in Urban Areas (2009), specifically Chapter 4. Section 4.1 of the Guidelines identifies the
“provision of community facilities” as a key planning objective at neighbourhood local scale and provides a broad
definition of community facilities as follows “Sustainable neighbourhoods require a range of community facilities, and each neighbourhood district will need
to be considered within its own wider locality, as some facilities may be available in the wider area whilst others
will need to be provided locally. In this context planning authorities should seek to ensure that facilities for social
and cultural use, such as community centres, and personal and community development, such as resource
centres are available within the wider community. Particular attention, however, should be paid the efficient
and integrated provision of the following community facilities”.
1.

Schools

2.

Childcare

3.

Community Centres

4.

Healthcare Facilities

5.

District and Neighbourhood Centre Uses e.g. convenience stores

For the purposes of this Assessment key social and community infrastructure are grouped under five main
headings identified by national policy, as outlined above.
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Also following the above Guidelines, a two tiered approach to the assessment of the availability of infrastructure
is applied. The audit consists of an assessment of key infrastructure at local level i.e. within 800m – 1000m of
the subject site and then assesses the availability of infrastructure at a ‘wider’ community level within
approximately 2 km of the site.
As would be expected and as is evident from the map below the vast majority of services, facilities and
community infrastructure are located to the north of the application site towards the town centre area.
In tandem with the construction of the development, it is proposed to construct a length of footpath (c. 70 m)
on public lands from the site entrance to tie in with the existing footpath network on the western edge of
Ballinderry Road.
The construction of this section of footpath ensures continuous footpath is available from the site to the town
centre. As part of the proposed development two new pedestrian/cyclist links following natural design lines
are proposed along the site’s northern boundary through Chestnut Drive and Chesnut Grove development.
Map 1 – Illustrates Built-Up Footprint with 2 km of the Site including Mullingar Town Centre

2km

2km

Site

As illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 overleaf, the town centre where a full range of social and community
infrastructure is available is approximately 25 minutes walking distance from the site and approximately 10
minutes by bicycle.
.
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Map 2 – 25 Minutes Walking Distance from Site

Site

Map 3 – Illustrates 10 Minute Cycle Distance from Site

Site
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3.0 STRUCTURE OF REPORT
The assessment consists of three main sections, outlined below:
(i)

Analysis of demographic trends affecting the Local Area Plan (LAP) area, including existing and future
population projections.

(ii)

Audit of local community, recreational and social infrastructure and identification of any key
weaknesses and deficiencies in existing local community and social infrastructure.

(iii)

Recommendations to upgrade existing facilities or provision of new facilities that would address any
significant lacunae identified, taking account of existing and projected population growth levels.

4.0 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Description of the Development
The proposed development in this case consists of 130 no. dwellings of which 36 consist of a mix of apartment
/duplex dwellings with the balance comprising houses in terraced, end-terrace and semi-detached format.
Dwellings range in size from 2- 4 bedrooms. The mix and size of dwellings proposed is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1 – Dwelling Size and Mix
2 Bed
Apartments

4 Bed

23
13

Houses

23

Total
23

Duplex Dwellings

Total

3 Bed

13

61

33

94

74

33

130

As part of the proposed development a total of 0.665 hectares of public open space is provided. This equates
to over 16 per cent of the overall site area. In quantitative terms, the level of public open space provided exceeds
the Development Plan standard of 15 per cent, the open space strategy, however, very much focuses on quality.
The open space is divided into 5 no. separate areas across the site. Open space areas range in size from 705sq.m
– 1,870sq.m. The distribution of open space across the site is illustrated on Figure 1 overleaf.
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Figure 1– Open Space Areas (Extract from Landscape Strategy by Doyle O’Troithigh)

N

Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Connections to
Existing Residential Areas

As part of the overall landscape strategy for the site a detailed landscape plan has been prepared for each of the
five open space areas. Each area has its own distinct character and function and will provide a range of valuable
passive and active recreational spaces for residents of the development.
For example, in the area identified as Central Open Space (A), it is proposed to provide formal play equipment
including climbing frames for younger and older children. A calinthensics station for exercising is also proposed
in this area. The equipment is aimed at both older children and adults. Typical examples are provided below
and overleaf (Images 1 - 6) but please refer to enclosed landscape drawings PG-01-PP – PG-03-PP for typical
details and to landscape drawings for precise locations.
Three out of the five open space areas proposed contain either play /exercise equipment or a combination of
both.
There are also opportunities for more passive and less formal recreational pursuits with seating areas and a
network of clearly defined paths following natural desire lines across the site suitable for walking, strolling or
running. ‘Kickabout’ areas also provided with the largest of these provided in Ballinderry Pocket Park located
in the south-eastern part of the site. Whilst a bio-diversity area with seating and natural play equipment is
proposed for the Nature Trail Park (Area C) that connects the proposed development to the established
residential area of Chestnut Drive/Chesnut Grove.
Summary details of the area and function of each open space area is provided in Table 2 below.
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Table 2 – Summary of Public Open Space Provision
Area

Name

Measurement

Characteristics and Function

A

Central Open Space

1,630 sq.m

Multi-functional space incorporating formal play
and exercise zone as well as grassed areas and
seating

B

Oval Pocket Park

705 sq.m

West facing pocket park incorporating circuitous
footpaths, seating areas, native planting and raised
lawn space

C

Nature Trail Park

1,220 sq.m

South facing area located at northern site boundary
incorporating natural play area for children.
Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained and
supplemented and pedestrian / cycle linkages to
adjoining Chestnut Drive development proposed.

D

Western Green

1,230 sq.m

Green area incorporating network of circuitous
paths with rest stops in the form of seating to
encourage relaxation and social interaction. Formal
play and exercise area are also provided.

E

Ballinderry Pocket Park

1,870 sq.m

Kickabout and seating areas incorporating
circuitous pathway links from the site entrance to
the south-western part of the site.

Total Public Open Space Provision

6,655 sqm or 16.76 per cent of the overall site area
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6.

Figure 2 - Ballinderry Pocket Park with Kickabout Area

(Extract from Landscape Architects’ Drawing Ref. No. LS-03-PP)
It is submitted the nature quantity and quality of play and exercise equipment proposed is akin to that that
would be found in a local park environment serving a much larger catchment population than that of the
proposed development.
Indeed, a survey of the residential area in the immediate vicinity found the area is lacking in any formal play
/exercise facilities currently available to local residents.
Proposed pedestrian /cyclist connections to the established residential area mean that existing residents in
the vicinity and wider community will be able to access and benefit from these proposed recreational facilities.
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4.2 Additional Population Generated by the Development
Population Age Profile
2016 CSO data for County Westmeath recorded an overall population of 88,770 persons for the County.
According to CSO Small Area Statistics (SAP), the ‘Adult’ 19-64 age cohort makes up the largest population group
accounting for 58.9 per (76,023 persons). The next largest population group is the ‘Primary School’ age group
consisting of 16,274 persons the equivalent of 12.62 per cent, with the ‘Older Adult’ population i.e. those aged
between 64 – 85+ accounting for 12.47 per cent of the overall population. Young adults and children of
secondary school going age (13-18 years) comprise 8.5 per cent of the population (11,037 persons). The smallest
population group is 0-4 pre-school going age which accounts for just 7.3 per cent or 9,473 persons.
Table 3 Population Profile of County Louth (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

Population

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

6,474

7.29

Primary (5-12 years)

10,765

12.12

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

7,493

8.44

Adults (19-64 years )

*52,678

59.34

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

11,370

12.80

Total

88, 770

100

Source – SAP CSO 2016

*35-39 year olds account for 7.84 per cent of the overall population i.e.6,967 persons.
Assuming an average household size of 12.75 persons then the proposed development could yield a potential
population of 357.5 persons. Assuming the demographic profile of the development is of a similar nature to
that at County level then the population characteristics of the development are likely to be as follows Table 4 Potential Population Profile of Development (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

7.29

Potential
Population
26

Primary (5-12 years)

12.12

43

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

8.44

30.13

Adults (19-64 years )

59.34

212

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

12.8

46

Total

100

357

Source – SAP CSO 2016

1

2016 Census
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Those aged between 19-64 are likely to comprise the biggest population group of the development when
constructed.

Access and proximity to employment in addition to neighbourhood/district amenities as well as

healthcare and recreational amenities are therefore key considerations.
5.0 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT
The proposed development site has a gross site area of c. 4.015 hectares and is located approximately 2km south
west of Mullingar Town Centre. The site is located within the built footprint of the town with existing housing
located to the north, east and further west of the site. It is zoned for residential development. St. Francis
Hospital is located to the north-west of the site. Ballinderry Road (L1132) runs to the east of the site. This road
is predominantly residential in character with footpaths and public lighting either side.

The existing footpath

network along its western edge terminates approximately 70m north of the application site. As part of the
proposed development, however, it is proposed to extend the existing footpath network by approximately 70m
to ensure that a direct and continuous footpath connection is available from the site along Ballinderry Road to
the town centre.

Approximately 400m north of the site, just beyond the entrance to the Oakcrest Housing

development, there are also cycle lanes in place either side of the road. These terminate on the approach to
the roundabout at the junction of Ballinderry Road with Ardmore Road to the east.
Plate 1 – View of Ballinderry Road Looking North
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Plate 2 – Cycle Lanes Along Northern Section of Ballinderry Road

5.1 Local Community and Social Infrastructure
As the site is located approximately 2 km of Mullingar Town Centre the geographic focus of this Assessment is
on the ‘local’ area i.e. the area within approximately 1000m – 800 m from the site. There are three local types
convenience stores located within a 1000 m of the site. These include a large Centra Convenience Store located
at the northern end of Ballinderry Road approximately 700 m from the site, with additional convenience facilities
located to the west of the site along Lynn Road comprising a small convenience store that forms part of Daly’s
Filling Station; O’Brien’s Centra and a butcher shop located further south along this road. There are two primary
schools located to the west of the site on Lynn Road. These are Gaelscoil An Choillin and Saplings Special Needs
School. A third primary School, the recently constructed Holy Family Primary School, is located just over 1 km
to the east of the site on Ardmore Road. Post-primary schools are generally located in the town centre area.
A School Needs Assessment is provided Section 5.2 of this Statement and it concludes that the additional school
going population can be absorbed by existing educational facilities.
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The site is well served in terms of existing registered childcare facilities. There are 3 facilities located near the
site, with the closest approximately 570m from the site. The nearest of such facilities is Mullingar Academy of
Childcare and Education, which is located approximately 570m from the proposed site on Ballinderry Road.
Additional nearby facilities include Belvedere Hills Nursey & Montessori and Noreen’s Pre-School located in the
Millmount Residential Estate. There is a fourth facility, Mullingar Montessori Crèche and Pre-school located
approximately 800m west of the site on Ardmore Road. The location of these facilities relative to the site are
identified on the Map 4 below. A Childcare Needs Assessment is provided under separate cover at Section 3.7
of the Statement of Consistency. The conclusions of the Assessment are that the proposed development by
itself would not generate sufficient childcare demand to generate the construction of a new crèche and that the
additional demand can be accommodated by existing facilities in the area.

Map 4 – Social and Community Infrastructure within 800 m – 1000 of the application Site

c. 1000m
c. 800m

Site

Site

Convenience Store

Crèche
Primary School
Post Primary School
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5.2 School Needs Assessment (Primary and Post-primary)
The proposed development comprising 130 no. dwellings has the potential to yield a total population of 351
persons based on the average household size of 2.75 persons (CSO 2016 Census). Assuming 12 per cent of the
potential population are of primary school going age and 8 per cent are of secondary school going age (in
accordance with CSO Census 2016 population profile data) then the proposed development would potentially
generate 42 no. primary school places and 28 no. secondary school places.
According to the 2008 Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government Guidance Document – The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, the minimum
size for a new primary school is generally 8 classrooms.
Site
With the proposed development generating just 42 no. primary school places. The development in itself would
not generate the need to construct additional school infrastructure. It is submitted the additional places
generated by the development can be absorbed by existing facilities. Furthermore, a new primary school, the
‘Holy Family Primary School’, was recently constructed on the Ardmore Road approximately 1.1 km to the northeast of the site.
With the development generating just 28 no. secondary places, it is further submitted therefore that this
additional this demand can also be met by existing secondary schools in the area.
Primary Schools

Post Primary School

No.

School

Boys

Girls

No.

School

Boys

Girls

1

St. Mary’s Co-Ed Primary
School

226

161

1

Mullingar Community College

180

141

2

Presentation Junior School

321

369

2

Colaiste Mhuire

754

31

3

Presentation Senior School

170

189

3

Loreto College

N/A

832

4

Holy Family Primary School

170

162

4

St. Finian’s College

390

385

5

Bellview National School

225

226

6

St. Brigids Special School

45

38

7

Saplings Special School

25

5

Total

2,332

Total

2,713
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS
The site is located approximately 2 km from Mullingar Town Centre the equivalent of approximately 25 minutes
walking distance and 10 minutes by bicycle. This Audit demonstrates, however, that there is an adequate supply
of education, childcare, and local retail provision in the immediate vicinity of the subject site. No significant gaps
in the existing network of facilities have been identified. The development will actually make a positive
contribution to public open space facilities in the area by providing a range of accessible new open spaces and
recreational facilities accommodates a variety of uses, use intensities and interests.

Such facilities are not

currently available to the community in the area.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Policy P-C12 of the Mullingar Local Area Plan (LAP) (2014) seeks to ensure that applications for new residential
development make suitable provision for the social, community and recreational needs of the future residents
of such schemes, unless it can be established that the needs of new residential development can be adequately
served by existing community facilities in the area.

Consistent with the objectives of Policy P-C12 an audit of

existing community infrastructure has been undertaken.

The Audit includes an analysis of childcare and

educational facilities and assesses whether the proposed development will generate increased demand for
either.
The purpose of this assessment is to identify and examine the availability and distribution of social and
community infrastructure in the vicinity of a proposed SHD development and identify any gaps in current service
provision.
The proposed residential development comprises 130 no. dwellings in a mix of houses and apartment/duplex
dwellings and associated public open space areas.

2.0 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
The preparation of this Assessment has had regard to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable
Residential Guidelines in Urban Areas (2009), specifically Chapter 4. Section 4.1 of the Guidelines identifies the
“provision of community facilities” as a key planning objective at neighbourhood local scale and provides a broad
definition of community facilities as follows “Sustainable neighbourhoods require a range of community facilities, and each neighbourhood district will need
to be considered within its own wider locality, as some facilities may be available in the wider area whilst others
will need to be provided locally. In this context planning authorities should seek to ensure that facilities for social
and cultural use, such as community centres, and personal and community development, such as resource
centres are available within the wider community. Particular attention, however, should be paid the efficient
and integrated provision of the following community facilities”.
1.

Schools

2.

Childcare

3.

Community Centres

4.

Healthcare Facilities

5.

District and Neighbourhood Centre Uses e.g. convenience stores

For the purposes of this Assessment key social and community infrastructure are grouped under five main
headings identified by national policy, as outlined above.
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Also following the above Guidelines, a two tiered approach to the assessment of the availability of infrastructure
is applied. The audit consists of an assessment of key infrastructure at local level i.e. within 800m – 1000m of
the subject site and then assesses the availability of infrastructure at a ‘wider’ community level within
approximately 2 km of the site.
As would be expected and as is evident from the map below the vast majority of services, facilities and
community infrastructure are located to the north of the application site towards the town centre area.
In tandem with the construction of the development, it is proposed to construct a length of footpath (c. 70 m)
on public lands from the site entrance to tie in with the existing footpath network on the western edge of
Ballinderry Road.
The construction of this section of footpath ensures continuous footpath is available from the site to the town
centre. As part of the proposed development two new pedestrian/cyclist links following natural design lines
are proposed along the site’s northern boundary through Chestnut Drive and Chesnut Grove development.
Map 1 – Illustrates Built-Up Footprint with 2 km of the Site including Mullingar Town Centre

2km

2km

Site

As illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 overleaf, the town centre where a full range of social and community
infrastructure is available is approximately 25 minutes walking distance from the site and approximately 10
minutes by bicycle.
.
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Map 2 – 25 Minutes Walking Distance from Site

Site

Map 3 – Illustrates 10 Minute Cycle Distance from Site

Site
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3.0 STRUCTURE OF REPORT
The assessment consists of three main sections, outlined below:
(i)

Analysis of demographic trends affecting the Local Area Plan (LAP) area, including existing and future
population projections.

(ii)

Audit of local community, recreational and social infrastructure and identification of any key
weaknesses and deficiencies in existing local community and social infrastructure.

(iii)

Recommendations to upgrade existing facilities or provision of new facilities that would address any
significant lacunae identified, taking account of existing and projected population growth levels.

4.0 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 Description of the Development
The proposed development in this case consists of 130 no. dwellings of which 36 consist of a mix of apartment
/duplex dwellings with the balance comprising houses in terraced, end-terrace and semi-detached format.
Dwellings range in size from 2- 4 bedrooms. The mix and size of dwellings proposed is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1 – Dwelling Size and Mix
2 Bed
Apartments

4 Bed

23
13

Houses

23

Total
23

Duplex Dwellings

Total

3 Bed

13

61

33

94

74

33

130

As part of the proposed development a total of 0.665 hectares of public open space is provided. This equates
to over 16 per cent of the overall site area. In quantitative terms, the level of public open space provided exceeds
the Development Plan standard of 15 per cent, the open space strategy, however, very much focuses on quality.
The open space is divided into 5 no. separate areas across the site. Open space areas range in size from 705sq.m
– 1,870sq.m. The distribution of open space across the site is illustrated on Figure 1 overleaf.
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Figure 1– Open Space Areas (Extract from Landscape Strategy by Doyle O’Troithigh)

N

Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Connections to
Existing Residential Areas

As part of the overall landscape strategy for the site a detailed landscape plan has been prepared for each of the
five open space areas. Each area has its own distinct character and function and will provide a range of valuable
passive and active recreational spaces for residents of the development.
For example, in the area identified as Central Open Space (A), it is proposed to provide formal play equipment
including climbing frames for younger and older children. A calinthensics station for exercising is also proposed
in this area. The equipment is aimed at both older children and adults. Typical examples are provided below
and overleaf (Images 1 - 6) but please refer to enclosed landscape drawings PG-01-PP – PG-03-PP for typical
details and to landscape drawings for precise locations.
Three out of the five open space areas proposed contain either play /exercise equipment or a combination of
both.
There are also opportunities for more passive and less formal recreational pursuits with seating areas and a
network of clearly defined paths following natural desire lines across the site suitable for walking, strolling or
running. ‘Kickabout’ areas also provided with the largest of these provided in Ballinderry Pocket Park located
in the south-eastern part of the site. Whilst a bio-diversity area with seating and natural play equipment is
proposed for the Nature Trail Park (Area C) that connects the proposed development to the established
residential area of Chestnut Drive/Chesnut Grove.
Summary details of the area and function of each open space area is provided in Table 2 below.
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Table 2 – Summary of Public Open Space Provision
Area

Name

Measurement

Characteristics and Function

A

Central Open Space

1,630 sq.m

Multi-functional space incorporating formal play
and exercise zone as well as grassed areas and
seating

B

Oval Pocket Park

705 sq.m

West facing pocket park incorporating circuitous
footpaths, seating areas, native planting and raised
lawn space

C

Nature Trail Park

1,220 sq.m

South facing area located at northern site boundary
incorporating natural play area for children.
Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained and
supplemented and pedestrian / cycle linkages to
adjoining Chestnut Drive development proposed.

D

Western Green

1,230 sq.m

Green area incorporating network of circuitous
paths with rest stops in the form of seating to
encourage relaxation and social interaction. Formal
play and exercise area are also provided.

E

Ballinderry Pocket Park

1,870 sq.m

Kickabout and seating areas incorporating
circuitous pathway links from the site entrance to
the south-western part of the site.

Total Public Open Space Provision

6,655 sqm or 16.76 per cent of the overall site area
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6.

Figure 2 - Ballinderry Pocket Park with Kickabout Area

(Extract from Landscape Architects’ Drawing Ref. No. LS-03-PP)
It is submitted the nature quantity and quality of play and exercise equipment proposed is akin to that that
would be found in a local park environment serving a much larger catchment population than that of the
proposed development.
Indeed, a survey of the residential area in the immediate vicinity found the area is lacking in any formal play
/exercise facilities currently available to local residents.
Proposed pedestrian /cyclist connections to the established residential area mean that existing residents in
the vicinity and wider community will be able to access and benefit from these proposed recreational facilities.
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4.2 Additional Population Generated by the Development
Population Age Profile
2016 CSO data for County Westmeath recorded an overall population of 88,770 persons for the County.
According to CSO Small Area Statistics (SAP), the ‘Adult’ 19-64 age cohort makes up the largest population group
accounting for 58.9 per (76,023 persons). The next largest population group is the ‘Primary School’ age group
consisting of 16,274 persons the equivalent of 12.62 per cent, with the ‘Older Adult’ population i.e. those aged
between 64 – 85+ accounting for 12.47 per cent of the overall population. Young adults and children of
secondary school going age (13-18 years) comprise 8.5 per cent of the population (11,037 persons). The smallest
population group is 0-4 pre-school going age which accounts for just 7.3 per cent or 9,473 persons.
Table 3 Population Profile of County Louth (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

Population

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

6,474

7.29

Primary (5-12 years)

10,765

12.12

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

7,493

8.44

Adults (19-64 years )

*52,678

59.34

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

11,370

12.80

Total

88, 770

100

Source – SAP CSO 2016

*35-39 year olds account for 7.84 per cent of the overall population i.e.6,967 persons.
Assuming an average household size of 12.75 persons then the proposed development could yield a potential
population of 357.5 persons. Assuming the demographic profile of the development is of a similar nature to
that at County level then the population characteristics of the development are likely to be as follows Table 4 Potential Population Profile of Development (CSO 2016)
Age Cohort

%

Pre-School (0-4 years)

7.29

Potential
Population
26

Primary (5-12 years)

12.12

43

Secondary/Young Adults (13-18 years)

8.44

30.13

Adults (19-64 years )

59.34

212

Older Adults (65-85+ years)

12.8

46

Total

100

357

Source – SAP CSO 2016

1

2016 Census
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Those aged between 19-64 are likely to comprise the biggest population group of the development when
constructed.

Access and proximity to employment in addition to neighbourhood/district amenities as well as

healthcare and recreational amenities are therefore key considerations.
5.0 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT
The proposed development site has a gross site area of c. 4.015 hectares and is located approximately 2km south
west of Mullingar Town Centre. The site is located within the built footprint of the town with existing housing
located to the north, east and further west of the site. It is zoned for residential development. St. Francis
Hospital is located to the north-west of the site. Ballinderry Road (L1132) runs to the east of the site. This road
is predominantly residential in character with footpaths and public lighting either side.

The existing footpath

network along its western edge terminates approximately 70m north of the application site. As part of the
proposed development, however, it is proposed to extend the existing footpath network by approximately 70m
to ensure that a direct and continuous footpath connection is available from the site along Ballinderry Road to
the town centre.

Approximately 400m north of the site, just beyond the entrance to the Oakcrest Housing

development, there are also cycle lanes in place either side of the road. These terminate on the approach to
the roundabout at the junction of Ballinderry Road with Ardmore Road to the east.
Plate 1 – View of Ballinderry Road Looking North
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Plate 2 – Cycle Lanes Along Northern Section of Ballinderry Road

5.1 Local Community and Social Infrastructure
As the site is located approximately 2 km of Mullingar Town Centre the geographic focus of this Assessment is
on the ‘local’ area i.e. the area within approximately 1000m – 800 m from the site. There are three local types
convenience stores located within a 1000 m of the site. These include a large Centra Convenience Store located
at the northern end of Ballinderry Road approximately 700 m from the site, with additional convenience facilities
located to the west of the site along Lynn Road comprising a small convenience store that forms part of Daly’s
Filling Station; O’Brien’s Centra and a butcher shop located further south along this road. There are two primary
schools located to the west of the site on Lynn Road. These are Gaelscoil An Choillin and Saplings Special Needs
School. A third primary School, the recently constructed Holy Family Primary School, is located just over 1 km
to the east of the site on Ardmore Road. Post-primary schools are generally located in the town centre area.
A School Needs Assessment is provided Section 5.2 of this Statement and it concludes that the additional school
going population can be absorbed by existing educational facilities.
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The site is well served in terms of existing registered childcare facilities. There are 3 facilities located near the
site, with the closest approximately 570m from the site. The nearest of such facilities is Mullingar Academy of
Childcare and Education, which is located approximately 570m from the proposed site on Ballinderry Road.
Additional nearby facilities include Belvedere Hills Nursey & Montessori and Noreen’s Pre-School located in the
Millmount Residential Estate. There is a fourth facility, Mullingar Montessori Crèche and Pre-school located
approximately 800m west of the site on Ardmore Road. The location of these facilities relative to the site are
identified on the Map 4 below. A Childcare Needs Assessment is provided under separate cover at Section 3.7
of the Statement of Consistency. The conclusions of the Assessment are that the proposed development by
itself would not generate sufficient childcare demand to generate the construction of a new crèche and that the
additional demand can be accommodated by existing facilities in the area.

Map 4 – Social and Community Infrastructure within 800 m – 1000 of the application Site

c. 1000m
c. 800m

Site

Site

Convenience Store

Crèche
Primary School
Post Primary School
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5.2 School Needs Assessment (Primary and Post-primary)
The proposed development comprising 130 no. dwellings has the potential to yield a total population of 351
persons based on the average household size of 2.75 persons (CSO 2016 Census). Assuming 12 per cent of the
potential population are of primary school going age and 8 per cent are of secondary school going age (in
accordance with CSO Census 2016 population profile data) then the proposed development would potentially
generate 42 no. primary school places and 28 no. secondary school places.
According to the 2008 Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government Guidance Document – The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, the minimum
size for a new primary school is generally 8 classrooms.
Site
With the proposed development generating just 42 no. primary school places. The development in itself would
not generate the need to construct additional school infrastructure. It is submitted the additional places
generated by the development can be absorbed by existing facilities. Furthermore, a new primary school, the
‘Holy Family Primary School’, was recently constructed on the Ardmore Road approximately 1.1 km to the northeast of the site.
With the development generating just 28 no. secondary places, it is further submitted therefore that this
additional this demand can also be met by existing secondary schools in the area.
Primary Schools

Post Primary School

No.

School

Boys

Girls

No.

School

Boys

Girls

1

St. Mary’s Co-Ed Primary
School

226

161

1

Mullingar Community College

180

141

2

Presentation Junior School

321

369

2

Colaiste Mhuire

754

31

3

Presentation Senior School

170

189

3

Loreto College

N/A

832

4

Holy Family Primary School

170

162

4

St. Finian’s College

390

385

5

Bellview National School

225

226

6

St. Brigids Special School

45

38

7

Saplings Special School

25

5

Total

2,332

Total

2,713
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS
The site is located approximately 2 km from Mullingar Town Centre the equivalent of approximately 25 minutes
walking distance and 10 minutes by bicycle. This Audit demonstrates, however, that there is an adequate supply
of education, childcare, and local retail provision in the immediate vicinity of the subject site. No significant gaps
in the existing network of facilities have been identified. The development will actually make a positive
contribution to public open space facilities in the area by providing a range of accessible new open spaces and
recreational facilities accommodates a variety of uses, use intensities and interests.

Such facilities are not

currently available to the community in the area.
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